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I WAS going, like common editors, to 


advertiſe the reader of. the beauties and 
excellencies of the work laid before him: 
to tell him that the illuſtrious Author 
had opportunities that other travellers, 
whatever their quality or curioſity may 
have been, cannot obtain; and a genius 
capable of making the beſt improvement 
of every opportunity. But if the reader, 
after peruſing one letter only, has not 
diſcernment to diſtinguiſh that natural 
elegance, thar delicacy of ſentiment and 
obſervation, that eaſy gracefulneſs, and 
lovely ſimplicity, which is the perfection 
of writing, and in which theſe LeTTERs 
exceed all that has appeared in this kind, 
or almoſt any other, let him lay che book 
down, and leave it to thoſe who have. 


The noble Author had the goodneſs to lend 


me her MS, to ſatisfy my curioſity in 
ſome inquiries I had made concerning 
her travels; and when I had it in my 
hands, how was it poſſible to part with 
it? I once had the vanity to hope I 
might acquaint the public, that it owed 


FF RR E FA CE, 


this invaluable treaſure to my importu- 
nities. But alas! the moſt ingenious 
Author has condemned it to obſcurity 
during her life; and conviction, as well 
as deference, obliges me to yield to her 
reaſons. However, if theſe LETTERS 
appear hereafter, when I am in my 
grave, let this attend them, in teſtimony 
to poſterity, that among her contempo- 
raries, one woman, at leaſt, was juſt to 
her merit. | 


There is not any thing fo excellent, but 


ſome will carp at it, and the rather be- 
cauſe of its excellency : but to ſuch hy- 
percritics, I ſhall only fay “ * . 


I confeſs 1 am malicious enough to defire, 


that the world ſhould ſee to how much 
better purpoſe the Lap1es travel than 
their Lorps; and that, whilſt it is ſur- 


feited with Male-travels, all in the fame« © 


tone, and ſtuffed with the ſame trifles, a 


Lady has the {kill to ſtrike out a new 


ath, and to embelliſh a worn- out ſub- 


ject with variety of freſh and elegant en- 


tertainment. For beſides the vivacity and 
#pirit which enliven every part, and that 
inimitable beauty which fpreads through 
the whole; beſides the purity of the 
ſtyle. for which it may juſtly be account- 
ed the Randard of the Englith tongue; 
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che reader will find a more true and ac- 
curate account of the cuſtoms and man- 
ners of the ſeveral nations, with whom 
this lady converſed, than he can in any 
other author. But as her Ladythip's 
penetration diſcovers the inmoſt follies 
of the heart, ſo the candour of her tem- 
per paſſed over them with an air of pity. 
rather than reproach; treating with the 
politeneſs of a court, and the gentleneſs 
of a lady, what the ſeverity of her judg- 
ment could not but condemn. 


In ſhort, let her own ſex. at leaſt, do her 


juſtice, lay aſide diabolical Envy, and its 
brother Malice +, with all their accurſed 
company, fly whiſpering, cruel back-bit- 
ing, ſpiteful detraction, and the reſt of 
that hideous crew, which, I hope, are 
very falſely ſaid to attend the Tea-Table, 
being more apt to think they frequent 
thoſe public places where virtuous wo- 
men never come. Let the men malign 
one another if they think fit, and ſtrive 
to pull down merit when they cannot 
equal it. Let vs be better natured, than 
to giye way to any unkind or diſreſpect- 
+ This fair and elegant prefacer has reſolved 
that Malice Mould be of the maſculine gender: 


I believe it is both uνſculiue aud feminine, and 1 
wich it were Act. 


Vii Pi E F A E Es 
ful thought of ſo bright an ornament of 
our ſex, merely becauſe ſhe has better 
ſenſe; for I doubt not but our hearts 
will tell us, that this is the real and un- 
pardonable offence, whatever may be 
pretended. Let us be better Chriſtians, 
than to look upon her with an evil eye, 
only becauſe the Giver of all good gifts 
has entruſted and adorned her with the 
moſt excellent talents. Rather let us 
freely own the ſuperiority of this ſu- 
blime genius, as I do in the ſincerity of 
my ſoul, pleaſed that a woman triumphs, 
and proud to follow in her train. Let 
us offer her the palm which is ſo juſtly 
her due; and if we pretend to any lau- 
rels, lay them willingly at her feet. 
December 18, 1724. M. A. 
Charm'd into love of what obſcures my 3 
If 1 had wit, I'd celebrate her name, 
And all the beauties of her mind proclaim; 
Till Malice, deafen'd with the mighty ſound, 
Its ill-concerted calumnies confound ; 
Let fall the maſk, and with pale Envy meet, 
To atk, and find, their pardon at her feet. 
You ſee, Madam, how I lay every thing 
at your feet. As the tautology ſhews 
the poverty of my genius, it likewiſe 
ſhews the extent of your empire over my 
imagination. | —— 
May 31, 1725. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE editor of theſe Letters, who, during 


his reſidence at Venice, was honoured 
with the eſteem and friendſhip of their 


ingenious and elegant Author, preſents 


them to the public, for the two follow- 
ing reaſons : 


Firſt, Becauſe it was the manifeſt intention 


of the late Lady M---y W---y M e, 
that this SSI ET CoLLECT1ON of her 
Letters ſnould be communicated to the 
public ; an intention declared, not only 
to the editor, but to a few more choſen 
friends, to whom ſhe gave copies of the 
incomparable Letters. 


The ſecond and principal reaſon that has 


engaged the editor to let this Collection 
ſee the light, is, that the publication of 
theſe Letters will be an immortal monu- 
ment to the memory of Lady M y 
W y; and will ſhew, as long as 
the Engliſh language endures, the 
{prightlinets of her wit, the ſolidity of 
her judgment, the extent of her knows 
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2 ledge, the elegance of her taſte, and the 

| excellence of her real character. 

The SeLecTr CoLLECT1ON, here publiſhed, 
was faithfully tranſcribed from the ori- 
ginal manuſcript of her Ladyſhip at 

| | Venice. | 

li The letters from Ratiſbon, Vienna Dreſden, 

il Peterwaradin, Belgrade, Adrianople, 


| Lyons, and Paris, are certainly the 
f moſt curious and intereſting part of this 
|; Publication, and, both in point of matter 
| if and form, are, to ſay no more of them, 


attention of all men of taſte, and even 
of all women of faſhion. As to thoſe 
female readers, who read for improve- 
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ment, and think their beauty an inſipid 
thing, if it is not ſeaſoned by intellectual 
| charms, they will find in theſe Letters 
| what they ſeek for, and will behold, in 
their Author, an ornament and model 
to their ſex, 


Conſtantinople, Pera, Tunis, Genoa, - 


! ſingularly worthy of the curioſity and 
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To THE 
Lady Marxy-WorkTLEY MONTAGUE. 


By Mr P OP E. 


I. 


N beauty or wit, 
No mortal as yet 
To queſtion your empire has dar'd; 
But men of diſcerning 
Have thought that in learning 
To yield to a lady was hard. 


II. 
Impertinent ſchools, 
With muſty dull rules 
Have reading to females deny d; 
So Papiſts refuſe 
The BISL x to uſe, 
Leſt flocks ſhould be wiſe as their guide, 
B 2 


E xii ] 
83 
"Twas a WOMAN at ſirſt 
| (Indeed ſhe was curſt) 
In knowledge that taſted delight ; 
And ſages agree, 
The laws ſhould decree 
To the firſt poſſeſſor the right. 


IV. 
Then bravely, fair dame, 
Renew the old claim, 
Which to your whole ſex does belong, 
And let men receive, 
From a ſccond bright Eve, 
The knowledge of right and of wrong. 


V. 
But if the firſt Eve 
Hard doom did receive, 
When only an apple had ſhe, 
What a puniſhment new 
Shall be found out for you, 
Who taſting have xobb'd the whole tree ? 
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” Chiaſk at Pera, overlooking Conſtantinople, 


' December 26, od hoon 
By Lady Min Wocrtey MoxTAGUE, 


G IVE me, great God! faid I, a little farm, 
J In ſummer ſhady, and in winter warm; 
Where a clear ſpring gives birth to murm'rin 
By nature gliding down the moſſy;rocks ; [brooks, 
Not artfully by leaden pipes convey'd, : 


Or greatly falling in a forc'd caſcade, 

Pure and unſully'd winding thro' the ſhade. 
All-bounteous Heaven has added to my prayer, 
A ſofter climate, and a purer air. 

Our frozen iſle now chilling winter binds, 
Deform'd by rains, and rough with blaſting winds ; 
The wither'd woods grow white with hoary froſt, 
By driving ſtorms their verdant beauty loſt ; 

The trembling birds their leafleſs covert ſhun, 
And ſeck, in diſtant climes, a warmer ſun : 
The water-nymphs their filent urns deplore; 
Ev'n Thames benumm'd, a river now no more; 
The barren meads no longer yield delight, 

By gliſt'ring ſnows made painful to the fight. 

Here ſummer reigns with one eternal ſmile, 


Pucceediog barvelts bleſs the happy ſoil ; 
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Fair fertile ßelds, to whom indulgent Heaven 

Has ev'ry charm of ev'ry ſeaſon given ; 

No killing cold deforms the beauteous year, 

The ſpringing flowers no coming winter fear ; 

But as the parent Roſe decays and dies, 

The infant-buds with brighter colour riſe, : 

And with freſh ſweets the mother's ſcent ſupplies. 

Near them the Violet grows with odours bleſt, 

And blooms in more than Tyrian purple dreſt ; 

The rich Jonquils their golden beams diſplay, 

And ſhine in glories emulating day ; 

The peacefulgroves their verdant leaves retain, 

The ſtreams ſtill murmur, undefil'd with rain, 5 

And tow'ring greens adorn the fruitful plain: 

The warbling kind uninterrupted ſing, 

Warm'd with enjoyments of perpetual ſpring, 
Here, at my window, I at once ſurvey 

The crowded city and reſounding ſea; 

In diſtant views the Aſian mountains riſe, 

And loſe their ſnowy ſummits ia the ſkies; 

Above thoſe mountains proud Olympus towers, 

The parliamental ſeat of heavenly powers. 

New to the fight, my raviſh'd eyes admire 

Each gilded creſcent and each antique fpire, 

The marble moſques, beneath whoſe ample domes 

Fierce warlike Sultans ſleep i in peaceful tombs ; 

Thoſe lofty ſtructures once the Chriſtian's boaſt, 


Their names, their beauty, and their honoprs loſt 3 


Thoſe altars bright with gold and ſculpture grac 9. 
By barb'rous zeal of ſavage foes defac'd ; 
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Sophia alone her ancient name retains, 


Tho' unbelieving vows her ſhrine profanes; 
Where holy ſaints have died in ſacred cells, 
Where monarchs pray'd, the frantic Derviſe dwells. 
How art thou fall'n, imperial city, low ! 

Where are thy hopes of Roman glory now? 
Where are thy palaces by prelates rais'd ? 

Where Grecian artiſts all their {kill diſplay'd, 5 
Before the happy ſciences decay'd ; 

So vaſt that youthful kings might here reſide, 

$0 ſplendid, to content a patriarch's pride 
Convents where emperors profeſs'd of old, 

Their labour'd pillars that their triumphs told ; 
Vaia monuments of them that once were great, 
Sunk undiſtinguiſh'd by one common fate; 

One little ſpot the tenure ſmall contains 

Of Greek nobility the poor remains, 

Where other Helens with like powerful charms, 
H. d once engag'd the warring world in arms; 
Thoſe names which royal anceſtors can boaſt, 

In mean mechanic arts obſcurely loſt ; 

Thoſe eyes a ſecond Homer might inſpire, 

Fix'd at the loom deſtroy their uſeleſs fire. 
Griev'd at a view which ſtruck upon my mind 
The ſhort-liv'd vanity of human-kind, 

Jn gaudy objects I indulge my fight, 

And turn where Eaſtern pomp gives gay delight; 
See the vaſt train in various habits dreſt, , 

By the bright ſcimitar and fable veſt 5 
The proud vizier diſtinguiſh'd o'er the reſt ; 
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Six ſlaves in gay attire his bridle hold; 1 
tris bridle rich with gems, and ſtitrups gold; 7 
His ſnowy ſteed adorn'd with coſtly pride, by 
V hole troops of ſoldiers mounted by his fide, 1 
| 'The'c top the plumy creſt Arabian courſers a 
With awful duty, all decline their eyes, [guide. 
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No bellowing ſhouts of noiſy crowds ariſe; 

Silence in ſolemu ſtate the march attends, 

Till at the dread divan the flow proceſſion ends. 
Yet not theſe proſpects all profuſeiy gay, 

The gilded navy that adorns the ſea, 

The riſing city in confuſion fair, 

Magnificently form'd irregular ; 

Where woods and palaces at once ſurpriſe, 2 
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| Gardens on gardens, domes on domes ariſe, 

And endleſs beauties tire the wand'ring eyes; 

So tooth my wiſhes, or ſo charm my mind, 

As this retreat ſecure from human-kind. 

| No knave's ſucceisful craft does ſpleen excite, 

| No coxcomb's taudry {ſplendour fhocks my ſi ght; 

1 No mob- alarm awakes my female fear, £ 
No praiſe my mind, nor cavy hurts my ear, 5 A 

Ev'n fame itſelf can hardly reach me here ; 

Impertinence, with all her tatthing train, 7 

Fait- ſounding flattery's delicious bane 4 

Ce nſorious folly, noiſy party rage, | 5 

The thouſand rongues With which ſhe muſt en- 


Who dares have virtue in a vicious age, [gage 
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Of the Right Honourable 


Lady NM 


. 


To the Counteſs of 


— 


Rotterdam, Aug. 3. O. S. 1716. 


FLATTER myſelf, dear ſiſter, that 
[| I ſhall give you ſome pleaſure in let- 

ting you know that I have ſafely paſ- 
ſed the ſea, though we had the ill fortune 
of a ſtorm. We were perſuaded by the 
captain of the yacht to ſet out in a calm, 
and he pretended there was nothing ſo 
eaſy as to tide it over; but, after two days 
ſlowly moving, the wind blew ſo hard, that 
none of the ſailors could keep their feet, 
and we were all Sunday night toſſed very 
handſomely. I never ſaw a man more 
frighted than the captain. For my part, 
I have been ſo lucky neither to ſuffer trom 
ſear nor ſea-ſickneſs; though, I contels, I 
was ſo impatient to ſee myſelf once more 
upon dry land, that I would not ſtay till 
the yacht could get to Rotterdam, but 
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ii went in the long-boat to Helvoetfluys, 
| where we had voitures to carry us to the 
Briel. I was charmed with the neatneſs 


no 

of that little town; but my arrival at Rot- ſo 

terdam preſented me a new ſcene of plea- im 

ſure. All the ſtreets are paved with broad th 

. ſtones, and before many of the meaneſt ar- me 

tificers doors are placed ſeats of various ar. 

coloured marbles, ſo neatly kept, that, 1 WM Jac 

aſſure you, I walked almoſt all over the ſes 

town yeſterday, incoguito, in my flippers, he 

without receiving one ſpot of dirt; and in 

you may ſee the Dutch maids waſhing the m 

pavement of the ſtreets, with more applica- co 

tion than ours do our bed-chambers. The at 

town ſeems ſo full of people, with ſuch bu- It 

ſy faces, all in motion, that I can hardly fic 

fancy it is not ſome celebrated fair; but I ty 

| ſee it is every day the ſame. *Tis certain H 
| no town can be more advantageouſly ſi- ed 
| tuated for commerce. Here are ſeven of 
| large canals, on which the merchants thips * 
| come up to the very doors of their houſes, de 
The ſhops and warehouſes are of a furpri- m 

fing neatneis and mugnificence, filled with fo 

an incredible quantity ot fine merchandize, al 


and ſo much cheaper than what we ſee in 
England, that I have much ado to per- 
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ſuade myſelf I am ſtill fo near it. Here is 
neither dirt nor beggary to be ſcen. One is 
not ſhocked with thoie loathſome cripples 
ſo common im London, nor teazed with the 
importunity of idle {cllows and wenches, 
that chuſe to be naſty and lazy. The com- 
mon ſervants, and hittle-!hop-women here, 
are more nicely clean than molt of our 
ladies; and the great variety of near drei- 
ſes (every woman dreiling ber head after 
her own faſhion) is an additional pleaſure 
in ſeeing the town. You tec, hitherto, I 
make no complaints, dear filter; and if I 
continue to like travelſing, as well as I do 
at preſent, I ſhall not repent my project. 
It will go a great way in making me fati- 
fied with it, if it affords me an opportuni- 
ty of entertaining you. Hut it is not from 
Holland that you may expect a diſintereſt- 
ed offer. I can write eaough, in the ſtyle 

of Rotterdam, to tell yau plainly, in one 
word, that 1 expect returns of all the Lon- 
don news. You fee I have already learnt to 
make a good bargain, and that it is not 
for nothing 1 will jo mech as tell you, £ 
am your aflectionate lifter, 
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To Mrs S8 


Hague, Aug. 5. O. S. 1716, 


1 MAKE haſte to tell yon, dear Madam, 


that, after all the dreadful fatigues you 
threatened me with, I am hitherto very 
well pleaſed with my journey. We take 
care to make ſuch ſhort ſtages every day, 
that I rather fancy myſelf upon parties of 
pleaſure, than upon the road; and ſure 
nothing can be more agreeable than tra- 
velling in Holland. The whole country 
appears a large garden; the roads are well 
paved, ſhaded on each fide with rows of 
trees, and bordered with large canals, full 
of boats, paſſing and repaſſing. Every 
twenty paces gives you the proſpect of ſome 
villa, and every four hours that of a large 
town, ſo ſurpriſingly neat, I am ſure you 
would be charmed with them. The place 
I am now at, is certainly one of the fineſt 
villages in the world, Here are ſeveral 


LT TFERS 23 


1 ſquares finely built, and (what I think a 
= particular beauty) the whole ſet with thick 


large trees. The Loor-hout is, at the ſame 
time, the Hide-Park and Mall of the people 
of quality ; for they take the air in it both 
on foot and in coaches. There are ſhops 


= for wafers, cool liquors, c. -I have been 


to ſee ſeveral of the moſt celebrated gar- 
dens, but I will not teaze you with their 
deſcriptions. 1 dare ſwear you think my 
letter already long enough. But I mult 
not conclude without begging your pardon, 
for not obeying your commands in ſend- 
ing the lace you ordered me. Upon my 
word, I can yet find none that ts not dearer 
than you may buy it at London. If you 
want any India goods, here are great va- 
riety of pennyworths ; and I ſhall follow 
your orders with great pleaſure and exact- 
neſs; being, Dear Madam, Gc. &c. 


LETTER, 
To Mrs S. C. 


Nimeguen, Aug. 13. O. S. 1716. 


AM extremely ſorry, my dear S. that 
your fears of diſobliging your relations, 
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and their fears for your health and ſafety, 


have hindered me from enjoying the hap. 


pineſs of your company, and you the plea- 
ſure of a diverting journey. I receive ſome 
degree of mortificatton from every agree- 
able novelty, or pleaſing proſpect, by the 
reflection of your having ſo unluckily miſ- 
ſed the delight which I know it would 
have given you. If you were with me in 
this town, you would be ready to expect 
to receive viſits from your Nottingham 
friends. No two places were ever more 
reſembling: one has but ta give the Maeſe 
the name of the Trent, and there is no di- 
ſtinguiſhing the proſpect. The houſes, like 
thoſe of Nottingham, are built one above 
another, and are intermixed in the ſame 
manner with trees and gardens. The 
tower they call Julius Cæſar's, has the ſame 
ſituation with Nottingham caſtle; and I 
cannot help, fancying I ſee from it the 
Trentfield, Adbaulton, places ſo well known 
to us. *Tis true the fortifications make a 
conſiderable difference. All the learned 
in the art of war beitow great commen- 
dations on them ; for my part, that know 
nothing of the matter, I fhall content my- 
ſelf with telling you, 'tis a very pretty walk 
on the ramparts, on which there is a tower 


e a 
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very deſervedly called the Belvidera, where 


people go to drink coffee, tea, &c. and en- 


joy one of the fineſt proſpects in the world. 


The public walks have no great beauty, 
but the thick ſhade of the trees, which is 
ſolemnly delighttul. But I mult not for- 
get to take notice of the bridge, which ap- 
peared very ſurpriſing to me. It is large 
enough to hold hundreds of men, with 
horſes and carriages. They give the va- 
lue of an Englith two- pence to get upon it, 
and then away they go, bridge and all, to 
the other ſide of the river, with ſo flow a 
motion, one is hardly ſenſible ot any at all. 
] was yeſterday at the French church, and 
ſtared very much at their manner of ſer- 
vice. The pariſon clapped on a broad- 
brimmed hat in the firſt place, which gave 
him entirely the air of avhat dye cail him, 
in Bartholomew tair, which he kept up by 
extraordinary antic geſtures, and preaching 
much ſuch {tuff as the orher talked to the 


puppets. However, the congregation ſeem- 


ed to receive it with great devotion; and 
1 was informed by tome of his flock, that 
he is a perſon of particular {ame amongit 
them. 1 believe, by this time, you are as 
much tired with my account of him, as [ 

Vor. I. D 
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was with his ſermon ; but I am ſure your 
brother will excuſe a digreſſion in favour 


of the Church of England. Lou know, | 


ſpeaking diſreſpectfully of the Calviniſts, 
is the ſame thing as ſpeakiug honourably 
of the church, Adieu, my dear 8 Always 
remember me; and be aſſured, I can never 
forget you, Oc. &c. 


LETTER W. 
To the Lady 


Cologu, Aug. 16. O. S. 1716. 


F my Lady —— could have any notions 
of the fatigues that I have ſuffered 


theſe two laſt days, I am ſure ſhe would 


own it a great proof of regard, that I now 
ſit down to write to her. We hired horſes 
from Nimeguen hither, not having the con- 
veniency of the poſt, and found but very 
indifferent accommodations at Reinberg, 
our firſt tage ; bat it was nothing to what 
I'ſuffered yeſterday. We were in hopes to 


your 
vour 
nowWw, 


niſts, 


ably 
ways 
Lever 
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reach Cologn; our horſes tired at Stamel, 
three hours from it, where I was forced to 
paſs the night in my cloaths, in a room 
not at all better than a hovel; for though 
I have my bed with me, I had no mind to 
undreſs, where the wind came from a thou- 
ſand places. We left this wretched lod- 
gingat day-break, and about fix this morn- 
ing came ſafe here, where I got immedi- 
ately into bed. I ſlept fo well for three 
hours, that I found myſelf perfectly reco- 
vered, and have had ſpirits enough to go 
and ſee all that is curious in the town, that 
is to ſay, the churches, for here is nothing 
elſe worth ſeeing. This is a very large 
town, but the molt part of it is old built. 
The Jeſuits church, which is the neateſt, 
was ſhewed me in x very complaiſant man- 
ner, by a handſome young Jeſuit; who, 
not knowing who I was, took a liberty in 
his compliments and railleries which very 
much diverted me. Having never before 
ſeen any thing of that nature, I could not 
enough admire the magnificence of the 
altars, the rich images of the ſaints (all 


maſſy filver) and the enchaſſures of the re- 


ics; though | could not help murmuring 
n my heart, at the profuſion of pearls, 
2 
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diamonds, and rubies, beſtowed on the 
adornment of rotten teeth and dirty rags. 
I own that I had wickedneſs enough to 
covet St Urſula's pearl necklace; though 
perhaps this was no wickedneſs at all, an 


image not being certainly one's neighbour; | 


but I went yet further, and withed the 
wench herſelt converted into dreſſing plate. 
J ſhould alſo gladly ſee converted into ſil- 
ver, a great St Chriſtopher, which'I ima- 
gine would look very well in a ciſtern. 
Theſe were my pious reflections; though 
I was very well ſatisfied to ſee piled up, to 
the honour of our nation, the ſkulis of the 
eleven thouſand virgins, I have ſeen ſome 
hundreds of relics here of no leſs conſe- 
quence; but I will not imitate the com- 
mon. flyle of travellers ſo far as to give 
you a liſt of them, being perſuaded that 
you have no manner of curiofity for the 
titles given to jaw-bones and bits of worm- 
eaten wood. Adieu, Lam juſt going to 
ſupper, where J ſhall drink your health in 
an admirable ſort of Lorrain wine, which 
I am {ure is the ſame you call Burgundy 
in London, Cc. &c. 4 | 
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To the Counteſs of B 


? Nuremberg, Aug. 22. O. S. 1716. 
FT E R five days travelling poſt, I 


could not fit down to write on any 
other occaſion, than to tell my dear Lady, 
that I have not forgot her obliging com- 
mand, of ſend ing her ſome account of my 
travels. I have already paſſed a large part 
of Germany, have ſeen all that is remark- 
able in Cologn, Frankfort, Wurtſburg, 


and this place. Tis impoſſible not to ob- 


ſerve the difference between the ſree towng 
and thoſe under the government of abſo- 
Jate princes, as all the little ſovereigns of 
Germany are In the firſt, there appears 
an air cf commerce aud plenty; the 
ſtreets are well built, and full of people, 
neatly and plainly dreſſed: the ſhops are 
loaded with merchandiſe, and the com- 
monalty are clean and chearfal. In the 


other, you ſee a fort of ſhibby finery, a 
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number of dirty people of quality tawder- 
ed out; narrow naſty ſtreets out of repair, 
wretchedly thin of inhabitants, and above 
half of the common fort aſking alms. I 
cannot help fancying one under the figure 
of a clean Dutch citizen's wife, and the 
other like a poor town lady of pleaſure, 
painted and ribboned out in her head- 
dreſs, with tarniſhed filver-laced ſhoes, a 
ragged under petticoat, a miſerable mix- 
ture of vice and poverty, They have 
ſumptuary laws in this town, which di- 
ſtinguiſh their rank by their dreſs, prevent 
the exceſs which ruins ſo many other cities, 
and has a more agreeable effect to the eye 
of a ſtranger, than our faſhions, I need 
not be athamed to own, that I wiſh theſe 
laws were in force in other parts of the 
world. When one conſiders impartially, 
the merit of a rich ſuit of cloaths in molt 
places, the reſpect and the ſmiles of favour 
it procures, not to ſpeak of the envy and 
the ſighs it occaſions (which is very often 
the principal charm to the wearer) one is 
forced to confels, that there is need of an 
uncommon underſtanding to reſiſt the temp- 
tation of pleafing friends and mortifying 
rivals; and that it is natural to young 
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people to fall into a folly, which betrays 


them to that want of money which is the 
ſource of a thouſand baſeneſſes. What 
numbers of men have begun the world 
with generous inclinations, that have after- 
wards been the inſtraments of bringing 
miſery on a whole people, being led by a 
vain expence into debts that they could 
clear no other way but by the forteit of 
their honour, and which they never could 
have contracted, if the reſpe& the multi- 
tude pays to habits was fixed by law only 
to a particular colour or cut of plain 
cloth! Theſe reflections draw after them 
others that are too melancholy. I will 
make haſte to put them out of your head, 
by the farce of relics with which I have 
been entertained in all Romiſh churches, 
The Lutherans are not quite free from 
theſe follies. I have ſeen here, in the prin- 
cipal church, a large piece of the croſs ſet 
in jewels, and the point of the ſpear, which 
they told me very gravely, was the ſame 


that pierced the ſide of our Savour. But 


] was particularly diverted in a little Ro- 
man Catholic church which is permitted 
here, where the profeſſors of that religion 
are not very rich, and conſequently cannot 
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adorn their images in ſo rich a manner as 
their neighbours: for, not to be quite 
deſtitute of all finery, they have dreſſed up 
an image of our Saviour over the altar, in 
a fair full-bottomed wig, very well pow- 
dered. I imagine I fee your Lady ſhip 
ſtare at this article, of which you very 
much doubt the veracity; but, upon my 
word, I have not yet made uſe of the pri- 
vilege of a traveller; and my whole ac- 
count is written with the ſame plain fince- 
rity of heart, with which I afture you that 
I am, dear Madam, your, &c. Cc. 


LET TEX VI. 
To Mrs P—— 


Ratiſbon, Aug. 30. O. S. 1716. 


HAD the pleaſure of receiving yours, 

but the day before I left London. I 

ive you a thouſand thanks for your good 

'withes, and have ſuch an opinion of their 

elicacy, that I am perſuaded I owe in 
2 | 


r as 
uite 
up 
„in 
OW-= 
{hip 
ery 
my 
pri- 
ac- 
nce— 


that 


716. 


urs, 
E 1 
r00d 
their 
e in 


LET: ER. 33 


part to them, the good luck of having 
proceeded ſo far on my long journey with- 
out any ill accident: for 1 don't reckon 
it any, to have been ſtopped a few days in 
this town by a cold, ſince it has not only 
given me an opportunity of ſeeing all that 
1s curious in it, but of making ſome ac- 
quaintance with the ladies, who have all 
been to ſee me with great civility, particu- 
larly Madame , the wife of our king's 
envoy from Hanover. She has carried me 
to all the aſſemblies, and I have been-mag- 
nificently entertained at her houſe, which 
is one of the fineſt here, You know that 
all the nobility of this place are envoys 
from different ſtates, Here are a great 
number of them, and they might pals their 
time agreeably enough, if they were leſs 
delicate on the point of ceremony. But 
inſtead of joining in the deſign of making 
the town as pleaſant to one another us 
they can, and improving their little ſocie- 
ties, they amuſe themſelves no other way, 
than with perpetual quarrels, which they 
take care to eternize, by leaving them to 
their ſucceſſors; and an envoy to Ratiſbon 
receives regularly half a dozen quarrels, 


among the perquiſites of his employment. 
Vol. I. 
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You may be ſure the ladies are not want- 
ing, on their fide, in cheriſhing and im- 
proving theſe important picgues, which di- 
vide the town almoſt into as many parties 
as there are families. They chuſe rather 
to ſuffer the mortification of ſitting almolt 
alone on their aſſembly nights, than to re- 
cede one jot from their pretenſions. I 
have not been here above a week, and yet 
I have heard from almoſt every one of 
them the whole hiſtory of their wrongs, 
and dreadful complaints of the injuſtice of 
their neighbours, in hopes to draw me to 
their party. But I think it very prudent 
to remain neuter, though it I was to ſtay 
among them, there would be no poſſibility 
of continuing ſo, their quarrels running ſo 
high, that they will not be civil to thoſe 
that viſit their adverſaries. The founda- 
tion of theſe everlaſting diſputes turns en- 
tirely upon rank, place, and the title of 
Excellency, which they all pretend to, 
and, which is very hard, will give it to no 
body. For my part, I could not forbear 
adviſing them (for the public good) to 
give the title of Excellency to every body, 
which would include the receiving it from 
every body; but the very mention of ſuch 
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2 diſhonourable peace, was received with 
as much indignation as Mrs Blackaire did 
the motion of a reference, And indeed L 
begin to think myſelf ill-natured, to offer 
to take from them, in a town where there 
are ſo few diverfions, ſo entertaining an 
amuſement. I know that my peaceable 
diſpoſition already gives me a very ill fi- 
gure, and that 'tis publicly whiſpered as a 
piece of impertinent pride in me, that I 
have hitherto been ſaucily civil to every 
body, as if I thought no body good 
enough to quarrel with. I ſhould be ob- 
liged to change my behaviour, it I did not 
iatend to purſue my journey in a few days. 
I have been to ſee the churches here, and 
had the permiſſion of touching the relics, 
which was never ſuffered in places where 
I was not known, I had, by this privilege, 
the opportunity of making an obſervation, 
which I doubt not might have been made 
in all the other churches, that the emeralds 
and rubies which they thow round their 
relics and images, are molt of them falſe 
though they tell you, that many of the 
Croſſes and Madonas, ſet round with theſe 
ſtones, have been the gifts of emperors and 
other great princes. I don't doubt, indeed, 
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but they were at firſt jewels of value; buy 
the good Fathers have found it convenient 
to apply them to other uſes, and the people 
are juſt as well ſatisfied with bits of glaſs 
amongſt theſe relics. They ſhewed me a 
prodigious claw ſet in gold, which they 
called the claw of a griffin; and I conld 
not forbear aſking the reverend prieſt that 
ſhewed it, Whether the griffin was a ſaint? 
The queſtion almoſt put him beſide his 
gravity; but he anſwered, They only kept 
it as a curioſity, I was very much ſcan» 
dalized at a large ſilver image of the Tri- 
nity, where the Fatber is repreſented under 
the figure of a decrepit old man, with a 
beard down to his knees, and triple crown 
on his head, holding in his arms the Son, 
fixed on the croſs, and the Holy Ghoſt, in 
the ſhape of a dove, hovering over him. 
Madam is come this minute to call 
me to the aſſembly, and forces me to tell 
you, very abruptly, that I am ever your, 
Oc. Ge. 4 ; | 
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LETTER VII. 


To the Counteſs of 


Vienna, Sept. 8. O. S. 1716. 


AM now, my dear ſiſter, ſafely arrived 
at Vienna, and, I thank God, have 
not at all ſuffered in my health, nor (what 
is dearer to me) in that of my child, by 
all our fatigues. We travelled by water 


from Ratiſbon, a journey perfectly agree- 


able, down the Danube, in one of thoſe 
little veſſels that they, very properly, call 
wooden houſes, having in them all the 
conveniencies of a palace, ſtoves in the 
* chambers, kitchens, &c. They are rowed 
by twelve men each, and move with ſuch 
incredible ſwiftneſs, that in the ſame day 
you have the pleaſure of a valt variety of 
proſpects, and, within the ſpace of a few 
hours, you have the pleaſure of ſeeing a 
populous city adorned with magnificent 
palaces, and the molt romantic ſolitudes, 
which appear diſtant from the commerce 
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of mankind, the banks of the Danube being 
charmingly diverſified with woods, rocks, 
mountains covered with vines, fields of 
corn, large cities, and ruins of ancient 
caſtles: I ſaw the great towns of Paſſau 
and Lintz, famous for the retreat of the 
Imperial Court, when Vienna was beſieged. 
This town, which has the honour of being 
the Emperor's reſidence, did not at all an- 
ſwer my expectation, nor ideas of it, bein 

much leſs than I expected to find it; the 
ſtreets are very cloſe, and ſo narrow, one 
cannot obſerve the fine fronts of the pa- 
laces, though many of them very well de- 
ſerve obſervation, being truly magnificent. 
They are built of fine white ſtone, and are 
exceſſive high. For as the town is too 
little for the number of the people that de- 
fire to live in it, the builders ſeem to have 
projected to repair that misfortune, by 
clapping one town on the top of another, 
moſt of the houſes being of five, and ſome 
of them fix ſtories. You may eailly ima- 
gine, that the ſtreets being ſo narrow, the 
rooms are extremely dark, and, what is an 
inconveniency much more intolerable, in 
my opinion, there is no houſe has fo few 
as five or ſix families in it. The apart- 
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ments of the greateſt ladies, and even of 
the miniſters of ſtate, are divided, but by 
a partition, from that of a taylor or thoe- 
maker, and I know nobody that has above 
two floors in any houſe, one for their own 
uſe, and one higher for their ſervants, 
Thoſe that have houſes of their own, let 
out the reſt of them to whoever will take 
them, and thus the great ſtairs (which are 
all of ſtone) are as common and as dirty as 
the ſtreet. *Tis true, when you have once 
travelled through them, nothing can be 
more ſurpriſingly magnificent than the 
apartments. 'They are commonly a ſuite 
of eight or ten large rooms, all inlaid, the 
doors and windows richly carved and gilt, 
and the furniture, ſuch as is ſeldom teen 
in the palaces of ſovereign princes in other 
countries. Their apartments are adorned 
with hangings of the fineſt tapeſtry of 
Bruſſels, prodigious large looking-glaſſes 
in ſilver frames, fine Japan tables, beds, 
chairs, canopies, and window curtains of 
the richeſt Genoa damaſk or velvet, almoſt 
covered with gold lace or embroidery, All 
this is made gay by pictures, and vaſt jars 
of Japan china, and large luitres of rock 


 Cchryital. 1 have already had the honour 
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of being invited to dinner by ſeveral of 
the firſt people of quality; and I muſt do 
them the juſtice to ſay, the good taſte and 
magnificence of their tables, very well an- 
ſwer to that of their furniture. I have 
been more than once entertained with fifty 
diſhes of meat, all ſerved in ſilver, and well 
dreſſed; the deſert proportionable, ſerved 
in the fineſt china. But the variety and 
richneſs of their wines, is what appears the 
molt ſurpriſing. The conſtant way is, to 
lay a liſt of their names upon the plates of 
the gueſt, along with the napkins; and L 
have counted ſeveral times to the number 
of eighteen different forts, all exquſite in 
their kinds. I was yelterday at Count 
Schoonbourn, the vice-chancellor's garden, 
where I was invited to dinner. I mult 
own, I never ſaw a place ſo perfectly de- 
lightful as the Fauxbourg of Vienna. It 
is very large, and almoſt wholly compoſed 
of delicious palaces. It the Emperor tound 
it proper to permit the gates of the town 
to be laid open, that the Fauxbourgs might 
be joined to it, he would have one of the 
largeſt and beſt built cities in Europe. 

Count Schoonbourn's villa is one of 
the woſt magnificent; the furniture all 
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rich brocades, ſo well fancied and fitted 
up, nothing can look more gay and ſplen- 
did; not to ſpeak of a gallery, full of ra- 
rities of coral, mother of -pearl, and, 
throughout the whole houſe, a profuſion 
of gilding, carving, fine paintings, the moſt 
beautiful porcelain, ſtatues of alabaſter and 
ivory, and valt orange and lemon trees in 
gilt pots. The dinner was perfectly fine 


and well ordered, and made ſtill more 


agreeable by the good humour of the Count. 
] have not yet been at court, being forced 
to ſtay for my gown, without which there 
is no waiting on the Empreſs; though L 
am not without great impatience to ee a 
beauty that has been the admiration of ſo 
many different nations. When I have had 
that honour, I will not fail to let you know 
my real thoughts, always taking a parti- 


cular pleaſure in communicating them to 
my dear ſiſter. 
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LETT EX VIII. 


To Mr P 


Vienna, Sept. 14. O. S. 


ERH APS you'll laugh at me, for 
thanking you very gravely for all the 
obliging concern you expreſs for me. Tis 
certain that I may, if I pleaſe, take the 
fine things you ſay to me for wit and rail- 
lery, and, it may be, it would be taking 
them right. But I never, in my life, was 
half ſo well diſpoſed to take you in earneſt, 
as I am at preſent : and that diſtance which 
makes the continuation of your friendſhip 
improbable, has very much enereaſed my 
faith in it. I find that I have (as well as 
the reſt of my ſex) whatever face J ſet on't, 
a ſtrong diſpoſition to believe in miracles. 
Don't fancy, however, that I am infected 
by the air of theſe F opith countries; I have, 
indeed, ſo far wandered from the diſcipline 
of the church of England, as to have been 
laſt Sunday at the opera, which was per- 
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formed in the garden of the Favorita, and 
I was ſo much pleaſed with it, I have not 
yet repented my ſeeing it. Nothing of that 
kind ever was more magnificent; and | can 
eaſily believe what I am told, that the de- 
corations and habits coſt the Emperor thir 

ty thouſand pounds Sterling. The ſtage 
was built over a very large canal, and, at 
the beginning of the ſecond a&, divided 
into two parts, diſcovering the water, on 
which there immediately came, from dit- 
ferent parts, two fleets of little gilded veſ- 
ſels, that gave the repreſentation of a na- 
val fight. It is not eaſy to imagine the 
beauty of this ſcene, which I took parti- 
cular notice of. But all the reſt were 
perfectly fine in their kind. The ſtory of 
the opera, is the enchantment of Alcina, 
which gives opportunities for great variety 
of machines, and changes of the ſcenes, 
which are performed with a ſurpriſing 
ſwiftneſs. The theatre is ſo large, that it 
is hard to carry the eye to the end of it, 
and the habits in the utmoſt magnificence, 
to the number of one hundred and eight. 
No houſe could hold ſuch large decora- 
tions: but the ladies all fitting in the open 
air, expoſes: them to great inconveniencies; + 
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for there is but one canopy for the impe- 


rial family; and the firſt night it was re- 


preſented, a ſnower of rain happening, the 
opera was broke off, and the company 
crowded away in ſuch confuſion, that I 
was almoſt ſqueezed to death. — But if 
their operas are thus delightful, their co- 
medies are in as high a degree ridiculous. 
They have but one play-houſe, where I 
had the curioſity to go to a German co- 
medy, and was very glad it happened to 
be the itory of Amphitrion. As that ſub- 
ject has been already handled by a Latin, 
French, and Engliſh poet, I was curious 
to ſee what an Auſtrian Author would 
make of it. I underſtood enough of that 
language to comprehend the greateil part 
of it; and beſides, I took with me a lady 
that had the goodneſs to explain to me 
every word. The way is, to take a box, 
which holds four, for yourſelf and com- 
pany. The fixed price is a gold ducat. I 
thought the houſe very low and dark; but 
I confeſs the comedy admirably recom- 
penſed that defect. I never laughed ſo 
much in my life. It began with Jupiter's 
falling in love out of a peep-hole in the 
clouds, and ended with tlic birth of Her- 
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cules. But what was moſt pleaſant, was 
the uſe Jupiter made of his metamor- 
phoſis; for you no ſooner ſaw him under 
the figure of Amphitrion, but, inſtead of 
flying to Alcmena, with the raptures Mr 
Dryden puts into his mouth, he ſends for 
Amphitrion's taylor, and cheats him of a 
laced coat, and his banker of a bag of 
money, a Jew of a diamond ring, and be- 
ſpeaks a great ſupper in his name; and the 
greateſt part of the comedy turns upon 
poor Amphitrion's being tormented by 
theſe people for their debts, Mercury 
uſes Soſia in the ſame manner. But J 
could not eaſily pardon the liberty the 
poet has taken of larding his play with 
not only indecent expreſſions, but ſuch 
groſs words as I don't think our mob 
would ſuffer from a mountebank. Beſides, 
the two Soſias very fairly let down their 
breeches in the direct view of the boxes, 
which were full of people of the firſt rank, 
that ſeemed very well pleaſed with their 
entertainment, and aſſured me, this was a 
celebrated piece. I ſhall conclude my 
letter with this remarkable relation, very 
well worthy the ſerious conſideration of 
Mr Collier, I won't trouble you with 
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farewell compliments, which I think gene- 
rally as impertinent, as courteſies at leav- 


ing the room, when the viſit had been too 


long already. 


LETTER IX. 


To the Counteſs of 


Vienna, Sept. 14. O. S. 
HOUGH I have ſo lately troubled 


you, my dear filter, with a long 
letter, yet | will keep my promiſe in giving 
you an account of my firſt going to court. 
In order to that ceremony, I was ſqueezed 
up in a gown, and adorned with a gorget 
and the other implements thereunto be- 
longing; a dreſs very inconvenient, but 
which certainly ſhows the neck and thape 
to great advantage. I cannot forbear 
giving you ſome deicription of the faſhions 
here, which are more monſtrous, and con- 
trary to all common ſenſe and reaſon, than 
tis pollible for you to imagine. They 
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build certain fabrics of gauſe on their heads, 
about a yard high, conſiſting of three or 
four ſtories, fortified with numberleſs yards 
of heavy ribbon. The foundation of this 
ſtructure is a thing they call a Bourle, 
which is exactly of the fame ſhape and 
kind, but about four timesas big, as thoſe 
rolls our prudent milk-maids make uſe of 
to fix their pails upon. This machine they 
cover with their dn hair, which they mix 
with a great deal of falle, it being a par- 
ticular beauty to bave their heads too large 
to go into a moderate tub. "Their hair 
is prodigioufly powdered o conceal the 
mixture, and ſet out with three cr four 
rows of bodkins { wonderfully large, that 
Rick out two or three inches from their 
hair) made of diamonds, pearls, red, green, 
and yellow ſtones, that it certainly requires 
as much art and experience to carry the 
load upright, as to dance upon May-day 
with the garland, Their whalebone pet- 
ticoats outdo ours by ſeveral yards circum- 
ference, and cover ſome acres of ground. 
You may caſily ſuppoſe how this extra- 
ordinary dreſs ſets off and improves the 
natural uglineſs with which God Al- 
mighty has been pleaied to endow them, 
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generally ſpeaking. Even the lovely Em- 
preſs herſelt is obliged to comply, in ſome 
degree, with theſe abſurd faſhions, which 
they would not quit for all the world. I 
had a private audience (according to cere- 
mony) of half an hour, and then all the 
other ladies were permitted to come and 
make their court. I was perfectly charmed 
with the Empreſs ; I cannot however tell 
you that her features are regular; her 
eyes are not large, but have a lively look 
| Full of ſweetneſs; her complexion the 
fineſt I ever ſaw; her noſe and forehead 
well made, but her mouth has ten thou- 
ſand charms, that touch the ſoul. When 
ſhe ſmiles, 'tis with a beauty and ſweetneſs 
that forces adoration. She has a vaſt quan- 
tity of fine fair hair; but then her perſon--- 
one mult ſpeak of it poetically to do it ri- 
gid jultice; all that the poets have ſaid of 
the mien of Juno, the air of Venus, come 
not up to the truth. The Graces move 
with her; the famous ſtatne of Medicis 
was not formed with more delicate pro- 
portions; nothing can be added to the 
beauty of her neck and hands. Till I ſaw 
them, I did not believe there were any in 
nature ſo perfect, and I was almoſt ſorry 
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that my rank here did not permit me to 
kiſs them; but they are kiſſed ſufficiently, 
ſor every body that waits on her, pays that 
homage at their entrance, and when they 
take leave. When the ladies were come 
in, the ſat down to Quinze. I could not 
play at a game I had never ſeen before, 
and the ordered me a ſeat at her right hand, 
and had the goodneſs to talk to me very 
much, with that grace ſo natural to her. 
expected every moment when the men 
were to come in to pay their court; but 
this drawing-room is very different from 
that of England; no man enters it but the 
Grand Matter, who comes in to advertiſe 
the Empreſs of the approach of the Em- 
peror, His Imperial Majelty did me the 
honour of ſpeaking to me in a very obli— 
ging manner; but he never {peaks to any 
of the other ladies; and the whole patles 
with a gravity and air of ceremony that. 
has ſomething very formal in it. The Em- 
preſs Amelia, dowager of the late Emperor 
Joſeph, came this evening to wait on the 
reigning Emprets, followed by the two 
archduchetles her daughters, who are very 
agreeable young princeſſes. I heir Impe- 
rial Majelties role, and went to meet her at 


TOE. © G 


50 ENR 


the door of the room, after which ſhe was 
ſeated in an armed chair, next the Empreſs, 
and in the ſame manner at ſupper, and 
there the men had the permiſſion of pay- 
ing their court. The archducheſſes fat on 
chairs with backs without arms. The 
table was entirely ſerved, and all the dilhes 
ſet on by the Empreſs's maids of honour, 
which are twelve young ladies of the firſt 
quality, They have no ſalary, but their 
chamber at court, where they live in a ſort 
of confinement, not being ſuffered to go 
to the aſſemblies or public places in town, 
except in compliment to the wedding of a 
filter maid, whom the Empreſs always pre- 
ſents with her picture ſet in diamonds, 
The three firſt of them are called Ladies 
of the Key, and wear gold keys by their 
ſides; but what 1 find molt pleaſant, is the 
cuſtom, which obliges them as long as 
they live, after they have left the Empreſs's 
ſervice, to make her ſome preſent every 


year on the day of her feaſt. Her Majeſty 


is {ſerved by no married women but the 
grande maitreſſe, who is generally a widow 
of the ſirſt quality, always very old, and 
is at the ſame time groom of the ſtole, and 
mother of the maids, The dreſſers are not, 
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at all in the figure they pretend to in Eng- 
land, being looked upon no otherwiſe than 
as downright chambermaids. I had am 
audience next day of the Empreſs Mother, 
a princeſs of great virtue and goodnels, 
but who piques herſelf too much on a 
violent devotion. She is perpetually per- 
forming extraordinary acts of penance, 
without having ever done any thing to de- 
ſerve them. She has the ſame number of 
maids of honour, whom ſhe ſuffers to go 
in colours; but ſhe herſelf never quits her 
mourning ; and ſure nothing can be more 
diſmal than the mourning here, even tor 
a brother. There is not the leaſt bit of 
linen to be ſeen; all black crape inſtead of 
it. The neck, ears, and fide of the face 
are covered with a plaited piece of the 
fame ſtuff, and the face, that peeps out in 
the midſt of it, looks as if it were pilloried. 
The widows wear, over and above, a crape 
forchead cloth, and in this ſolemn weed 
go to all the public places of diverſion 
without ſcruple. The next day I was to 
wait on the Empreſs Amelia, who is now 
at her palace of retirement, halt a mile 
from the town. I had there the pleaſure 
of ſeeing a diverſion wholly new to me, 
G 2 
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but which is the common amnſement of 
this court. 'The Empreſs herſelf was ſeat- 
ed on a little throne at the end of the fine 
alley in the garden, and of each ſide of her 
were ranged two parties of her ladies of 
quality, headed by two young archdu- 
cheſſes, all dreſſed in their hair, full of 
jewels, with fine light guns in their hands, 
and at proper diſtances were placed three 
oval pictures, which were the marks to be 
ſhot at. The firit was that of a Cupid, 
filling a bumper of Burgundy, and the 
motto, *Tis eaſy to be valiant here. The 
ſecond a Fortune, holding a garland in 
her hand, the motto, For her whom For- 
tune favours. The third was a Sword 
with a laurel wreath on the point, the 
motto, Here is no ſhame io be vanguiſhed.--- 
Near the Empreſs was a gilded trophy 
wreathed with flowets, and made of little 
crooks, on which were hung rich Turkiſh 
handkerchiefs, tippets, ribbons, laces, Cc. 
, Tor the ſmall prizes. The Empreſs gave 
the firſt with her own hand, which was a 
fine ruby ring ſet round with diamonds, in 
a gold ſnuff- box. There was for the ſe- 
cond, a little Cupid ſet with brilliants, and 
beſides theſe a ſet of fine china for the tea- 
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table, enchaſed in gold, japan trunks, fans, 
and many gallantrics of the lame nature. 
All the men of quality at Vienna were 
ſpectators; but the ladies only had per- 
miſſion to ſhoot, and the archducheſs A- 
melia carried off the firit prize. I was 
very well pleaſed with having ſeen this 
entertainment, and I do not know but it 
might make as good a figure as the prize- 
ſhooting in the Aineid, it | could write as 
well as Virgil. This is the favourite plea- 
ſure of the Emperor, and there is rarely a 
week without ſoine fealt of this kind, which 
makes the young ladies tkiltul enough to 
defend a fort. Ihey erg. mg very wuch 
to ſee me afraid to handle a gun. My 
dear ſiſter, you will caſily pardon an ab- 
rupt concluſion, I believe, by this time, 
yon are ready to think I thall never con- 
clude at all. 


LET 35K: 4 
To the Lady R 


Vienna, Sept. 20. O. S. 1716, 


AM extremely rejoiced, but not at all 
lurpriled, at the long, delighttul leur 
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you have had the goodneſs to ſend me. T 
know that you can think of an abſent 
friend even in the midit of a court, and 
you love to oblige, where you can have no 
view of a return; and I expect from you 
that you thould love me, and think of me, 
when you don't ſee me. I have compaſ- 
ſion for the mortifications that you tell me 
befel our little old friend, and | pity her 
much more, ſince I know that they are 
only owing to the barbarous cuſtoms of 
our country. Upon my word, if ſhe were 
here, the would have no other fault but 
that of being ſomething too young for the 
faſhion, and ſhe has nothing to do but to 
tranſplant herſelf hither about ſeven years 
hence, to be again a young and blooming 
beauty. I can aſſure you, that wrinkles, 
or a ſmall ſtoop in the thoulders, nay even 
gray hairs, are no objection to the making 
new conqueſts. I know you cannot eaſily 
figure to yourſelf, a young fellow of five 
and twenty, ogling my lady S— ff—k with 
paſſion, or preſling to hand the counteſs 
of O d from an opera. But ſuch are 
the fights I ſee every day, and I don't per- 
ceive any body ſurpriſed at them but my- 
ſelf, A woman till fiye and thirty, is only 
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looked upon as a raw girl, and can poſſibly 


make no noiſe in the world till about forty. 


1 don't know what your Ladyſhip may 
think of this matter, but 'tis a conſiderable 
comfort to we to know there is upon earth 
ſuch a paradiſe for old women; and I am 
content to be inſignificant at preſent, in 
the deſign of returning when I am fit to 
appear no where elſe. I cannot help la- 
menting, on this occaſion, the pitiful caſe 
of too many Englith ladies, long fince re- 
tired to prudery and ratafia, who, if their 
ſtars had luckily conducted hither, would 
ſhine in the firit rank of beauties. Beſides, 
that perplexing word reputation, has quite 

another meaning here than what you give 
it at London; and getting a lover is ſo far 
from loſing, that tis properly getting re- 
Puta ion; lad ies being much more reſpect- 
ed in regar d to the rank of their lovers, 
than that of their huſbands. 

But what you'll think very odd, the two 
ſecs that divide our whole nation of petti- 
coats, are utierly unknown in this place. 

lere are neither coquettes nor prudes, 
No woman dares appear coquette enough 
to encourage two lovers at a time: and [ 
have not ſcen any ſuch prudes, as to pre- 
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tend fidelity to their huſbands, who are 
certainly the beſt-natured ſet of people in 
the world, and look upon their wives' gal- 
Jants as favourably as men do upon their 
deputies, that take the troubleſome part of 
their buſineſs off their hands, They have 
not, however, the leſs to do upon that ac- 
count; tor they are generally deputics in 
another place themſelves : in one word, 'tis 
the eſtabliſhed cuſtom. for every lady to 
have two huſbands, one that bears the 
name, and another that performs the duties. 
And the engagements are ſo well known, 
that it would be a downright affront, and 
pablicly reſented, if you invited a woman 
of quality to dinner, withont at the ſame 
time inviting her two attendants of lover 
and huſband, between whom ſhe fits in 
ſtate with great gravity. The ſub-mar- 
riages generally Jait rwenty years together, 
and the lady often commands the poor 
lover's eſtate, even to the utter ruin ot his 
taraily. Theſe connections, indeed, are as 
f:idom begun by any real palhon, as other 
matches; for a man makes but an ill figure 
that is not in ſome commerce of this na- 
ture, and a woman looks out for a lover as 
on as the is married, as part of her equi- 
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page, without which ſhe could not be gen- 
teel; and the firſt article of the treaty is 
eſtabliſhing the penſion which remains to 
the lady, in caſe the gallant ſhould prove 
inconſtant. This chargeable point of ho- 
nour, I look upon as the real foundation 
of ſo many wonderful inſtances of con- 
ſtancy. I really know ſome women of the 


_ firſt quality, whoſe penſions are as well 


known as their annual rents, and yet no 
body eſteems them the leſs; on the con- 
trary, their diſcretion would be called in 
queſtion, if they ſhould be ſuſpected to be 
miſtreſſes for nothing. A great part of 
their emulation conſiſts in trying who ſhall 
get moſt; and having no A at all, 
is ſo far a diſgrace, that I'll aſſure you, a 
lady who is very much my friend here, 
told me but yeſterday, how much I was 
obliged to her for juſtifying my conduct 
in a converſation relating to me, where it 
was publicly aſſerted, that I could not 
poſſibly have common ſenſe, fince I had 
been in town above a fortnight, and had 
made no ſteps towards commencing an 
amour. My friend pleaded for me, that 
my ſtay was uncertain, and ſhe believed 
that was the cauſe of my ſeeming ſtupidity ; 
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and this was all ſhe could find to ſay in 
my juſtification. But one of the pleaſanteſt 
adventures I ever met in my liſe, was laſt 
night, and it will give you a juſt idea in 
what a delicate manner the belles paſſions 
are managed in this country. I was at the 


aſſembly of the Counteſs of — , and 
the young. Count of — leading me 


down ſtairs, aſked me how long I was to 
{tay at Vienna; I made anſwer, that my 
ſtay depended on the Emperor, and it was 
not in my power to determine it. Well, 
Madam, ſaid he, whether your time here 
is to be longer or ſhorter, I think you 
ought to paſs it agreeably, and to that end, 
you mult engage in a Little affair of the 
heart. My heart, anſwered I gravely 
enough, does not engage very eaſily, and 
I have no deſign of parting with it. I ſee, 
Madam, ſaid he ſighing, by the ill-nature 
of that anſwer, I am not to hope tor it, 
which is a great mortification to me, that 
am charmed with you. But, however, I 
am ſtill devoted to your ſervice, and fince I 
am not worthy of entertaining you myſelf, 


do me the honour of letting me know 
whom you like belt amongſt us, and ['I! 


engage to manage the affair entirely to 
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your ſatisfaction. You may judge in what 
manner I ihould have received this com- 
pliment in my own country; but I was well 
enough acquainted with the way of this, 
to know that he really intended me an 
obligation, and I thanked him with a very 
grave courteſy, for his zeal to ſerve me, 
and only aſſured him, | had no occaſion 
to make uſe of it. Thus you ſee, my dear, 


That gallantry and good-breeding are as 


different in different climates, as morality 
and religion. Who have the righteſt no- 
tions of both, we ſhall never know till the 
day of judgment; for which great day of 
ecclairciſſement, I own there is very little 
impatience in your, &c. 


L'E'T TER XI. 
To Mrs ]J-—. 


Vienna, Sept. 26. O. S. 1716. 


WAS never more agreeably ſurpriſed 
1 than by your obliging letter. Tis a 
H 2 
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peculiar mark of my eſteem, that I tell yon 
ſo; and I can aſſure you, that if I loved 
you one grain leſs than I do, I ſhould be 
very ſorry to ſee it ſo diverting as it is. 
The mortal averſion 1 have to writing, 
makes me tremble at the thonghts of a new 
correſpondent, and | believe] diſobliged no 
leſs than a dozen of my London acquain- 
tance, by refuſing to hear from them, tho' I 
did verily think they intended to ſend me 
very entertaining letters. But I had rather 
loſe the pleaſure of reading ſeveral witty 
things, than be forced to write many ſtupid 
ones. Yet, in ſpite of theſe conſiderations, 
I am charmed with the proof of your 
friendſhip, and beg a continuation of the 
ſame goodneſs, though | fear the dulneſs 
of this will make you immediately repent 
of it. It is not from Auſtria that one can 
write with vivacity, and I am already in- 
fected with the phlegm of the country. 
Even their amours and their quarrels are 
carried on with a ſurpriſing temper, and 
they are never lively but upon points of 
ceremony. There, I own, they thew all 
their paſſions; and 'tis not long ſince two 
coaches, meeting in a narrow ſtreet at 


night, the ladies in them not being able to 
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adjuſt the ceremonial of which ſhould go 
back, fat there with equal gallantry till 
two in the morning, and were both ſo 
fully determined to die upon the ſpot, 
rather than yield in a point of that im- 
portance, that the ſtreets would never have 
been cleared till their deaths, if the Empe- 
ror had not ſent his guards to part them ; 


and even then they refuſed to ſtir, till the 


expedient could be found out ot taking 
them both out in chairs, exactly in the ſame 
moment. After the ladies were agreed, 
it was with ſome difficulty that the pals 


was decided between the two coachmen, 


no leſs tenacious of their rank than the la- 
dies. This paſſion is 10 omnipotent in the 
breaſts of the women, that even their huſ- 
bands never die, but they are ready to 
break their hearts, becauſe that fatal hour 
puts an end to their rank, no widows ha- 
ving any place at Vienna. The men are 
not much leſs touched with this point of 
honour, and they do not only ſcorn to 
marry, but even to make love to any wo- 
man of a family not as illuſtrious as their 
own; and the pedigree is much more con- 
ſidered by them, than either the com- 
plexion or features of their miſtreſſes. 
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Happy are the ſhe's that can number 
amongſt their anceſtors Counts of the Em- 
pire; they have neither occalion {or beauty, 
money nor good conduct, to get them huſ- 
bands. is true, as to money, is ſeldom 
any advantage to the wan they marry; 
the laws of Auſtria confine the woman's 
portion to two thouſand florins (about two 
hundred pounds Engliſh) and whatever 
they have befide, remains in their own 
poſſeſſion and diſpoſal. Thus here are 
many ladies much richer than their huſ- 
bands, who are however obliged to allow 
them pin-money agreeable to their quality; 
and ] attribute to this conſiderable branch 
of prerogative, the liberty that they take 
upon other occaſions. I am ſure, you that 
know my lazineſs, and extreme indifference 
on this ſubject, will pity me, intangled 
amongſt all theſe ceremonies, which are a 
wondertul burden to me, though I am the 
envy of the whole town, having, by their 
own cuſtoms, the paſs before them all. 
They, indeed, ſo revenge upon the poor 
envoys this great re! ſpect ſhown to ambaſ- 
ſadors, that (with all my indifference) I 
ſhould be very uneaſy to ſuffer it. Upon 
days of ceremony, they have no entrance 
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at court, and on other days mult content 
themſelves with walking after every ſoul, 
and being the very laſt taken notice of. 
But 1 muit write a volume to let you know 
all the ceremonies, and I have already ſaid 
too much on ſo dull a ſubject, which, how- 


ever, employs the whole care of the people 
here. I need not, after this, tell you how 


. agreeably time ſlides awav with me; you 


know as well as I do the taſte of, 


Yours, Ce. 


LETTER XII. 
To the Lady Xx 


Vienna, Oct. 1. O. S. 1716. 
Ob defire me, Madam, to ſend you 


ſome accounts of the cuſtoms here, 
and at the ſame time a deſcription ot Vi- 
enna. I am always willing to obey your 
commands; but you mait, upon this occa- 
ſion, take the will tor the deed, II 1 {hould 
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undertake to tell you all the particulars 
in which the manners here differ from 
ours, I mnſt write a whole quire of the 
dulleſt ſtuff that ever was read, or printed 
without being read. Their dreſs agrees 
with the French or Englith in no one ar- 
ticle, but wearing petticoats. They have 
many faſhions peculiar to themſelves; they 
think it indecent for a widow ever to wear 

green or roſe colour, but all the other 
gayeſt colours at her own diſcretion. The 
aſſemblies here are the only regular diver- 
ſion, the operas being always at court, and 
commonly on ſome particular occaſion. 
Madam Rabutin has the aſſembly conſtant- 
ly every night at her houſe; and the other 
ladies, whenever they have a mind to diſ- 
play the magnificence of their apartments, 
or oblige a Fiend by complimenting them 
on the day of their ſaint, they declare, that 
on ſuch a day the aflembly ſhall be at their 
houſe, in honour of the feaſt of the count 
or counteſs ſuch a one. Theſe days 
are called days of Gala, and all the triends 
or relations of the lady, whoſe ſaint it is, 
are obliged to appear in their beſt cloaths, 
and all their jewels. The miſtreſs of the 
houſe takes no particular notice of any 
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body, nor returns any body's viſit; and 
whoever pleaſes may go, without the for- 
mality of being preſented The company 
are entertained with ice in ſeveral forms, win- 
ter as well as ſummer; afterwards they di- 
vide into ſeveral parties of ombre, piquet, 
or converſation, all games of hazard being 
forbid. 

I ſaw t'other day the Gala for count Al- 
tham, the Emperor's favourite, and never 
in my life ſaw ſo many fine cloaths ill fan- 
cied. They embroider the richeſt gold 
ſtuffs, and provided they can make their 
cloaths expenſive enough, that 1s all the 
taſte they ſhew in them. On other days, 
the general dreſs is a ſcarf, and what you 
pleaſe under it. 

But now I am ſpeaking of Vienna, I am 
ſure you expect I ſhould ſay ſomething of 
the convents. They are of all forts and 
fizes, but I am beſt pleaſed with that of 
St Lawrence, where the eaſe and neatneſs 
they ſeem to live with, appears to be much 
more edifying than thoſe {trifter orders, 
where perpetual penance and naſtineſ- 
ſes mult breed diſcontent and wretched- 
nefs. The nuns are all of quality. I 
think there are to the number of fifty, 

Vor. I. 1 
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They have each of them a little cell per- 
fectly clean, the walls of which are covered 
with pictures more or leſs fine, according 
to their quality. A long white ſtone gal- 
lery runs by all of them, furniſhed with 
the pictures of exemplary fiſters; the cha- 
pel is extremely neat and richly adorned, 
But I could not forbear laughing at their 
thewing me a wooden head of our Saviour, 
which they aſſured me ſpoke during the 
fiege of Vienna; and, as a proof of it, bid 
me mark his mouth, which had been open 
ever ſince. Nothing can be more beco- 
ming than the dreſs of theſe nuns. It is 
a white robe, the ſleeves of which are turn- 
ed up with fine white callico, and their 
head-dreſs the ſame, excepting a ſmall veil 
of black crape that falls behind. They 
have a lower ſort of ſerving nuns, that 
watt on them as their chambermaids. They 
receive all viſits of women, and play at 
ombre in their chambers, with permiſſion 
of their abbeſs, which is very eaſy to be 
obtained. I never faw an old woman ſo 
good natured; ſhe is near fourſcore, and 
yet ſhews very little ſign of decay, being 
till Rrely and chearful. She careſſed me 
as if I had been her daughter, giving me 
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ſome pretty things of her own work, and 
ſweetmeats in abundance. The grate is 
not of the molt rigid; it is not very hard 
to put a head through, and I don't doubt 
but a man, a little more ſlender than ordi- 
nary, might ſqueeze in his whole perſon. 
The young count of Salamis came to the 
grate while I was there, and the abbeſs 
gave him her hand to kiſs. But I was 
ſurpriſed to find here the only beautiful 
young woman I have ſeen at Vienna, and 
not only beautiful but genteel, witty, and 
agrecable, of a great family, and who had 
been the admiration of the town. I could 
not forbear ſhewing my ſurpriſe at ſeeing 
a nun like her. She made me a thoutand 
obliging compliments, and defired me to 
come often, It would be an infinite plea- 
ſure to me, (ſaid the, ſighing), but I avoid, 
with the greatelt care, ſeeing any of my 
former acquaintance, and whenever they 
come to our convent, I lock myſelf in my 
cell. I obſerved tears come into her eyes, 
which touched me extremely, and I began 
to talk to her in that ſtrain of tender pity 
the inſpired me with; but ſhe would not 
own to me that ſhe is not perfectly happy. 
I have fince endeavoured to learn the rea! 
12 
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cauſe of her retirement, without being 
able to get any other account, but that 
every body was ſurpriſed at it, and no body 
gueſſed the reaſon. I have been ſeveral 
times to ſee her; but it gives me too much 
melancholy to ſee ſo agreeable a young 
creature buried alive. I am not ſurpriſed 
that nuns have ſo often inſpired violent 
paſſions ; the pity one naturally feels for 
them, when they ſcem worthy of another 
deſtiny, making an eaſy way for yet more 
tender ſentiments, I never in my life had 
ſo little charity for the Roman Catholic 
religion, as fince I ſee the miſery it occa- 
fions ; ſo many poor unhappy women! and 
then the groſs ſuperſtition of the common 
people, who are. tome or other of them, day 
and night, offering bits of candle to the 
wooden figures that. are ſet up almoſt in 
every ſtreet. The proceſſions I ſee very 
often. are a pageantry as offenſive and ap- 
parently contradictory to common ſenſe, 
as the pagods of China, God knows 
whether it be the womanly ſpirit of con- 
tradiction that works in me; but there ne- 
ver tore was ſuch zeal againlt Popery in 
the heart of, | 
Dear Madam, Cc. Cc. 
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To Mr ———, 


Vienna, Oct. 10. O. S. 1716. 


DESERVE not all the reproaches 

you make me. If I have been ſome 
time without anſwering your letter, it is 
not that I don't know how many thanks 
are due to you for it, or that | am ſtupid 
enough to prefer any amuſements to the 
pleaſure of hearing from you; but after 
the profeſſions of eſteem you have ſo obli- 
gingly made me, I cannot help delaying, as 
long as I can, ſhewing you that you are 
miſtaken. If you are ſincere, when you 
ſay you expect to be extremely entertained 
by my letters, | ought to be mortified at 
the diſappointment that I am ſure you will 
receive, when you hear from me; though 
I have done my beſt endeavours to find out 
ſomething worth writing to you. I have 
ſeen every thing that was to be ſeen with 
a very diligent curioſity. Here are ſome 
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fine villas, particularly the late prince of 
Litchtenſtein's; but the ſtatues are all 
modern, and the pictures not of the firſt 
hands. *Tis true, the Emperor has ſome 
of great value. I was yelterday to ſee 
the repoſitory, which they call his Trea- 
ſure, where they ſeem to have been more 
diligent in amaſſing a great quantity of 
things, than in the choice of them. I ſpent 
above hve hours there, and yet there were 
very ſew things that ſtopped me long to 
conſider them. But the number is pro- 
digious, being a very long gallery filled on 
both ſides, and five large rooms. There 
is a vaſt quantity of paintings, amonglt 
which are many fine miniatures; but the 
molt valuable pictures are a few of Cor- 
regio, thoſe of Titian being at the Favo- 
YIta, 

The cabinet of jewels did not appear to 
me ſo rich as I expected to ſee it. They 
ſhewed me here a cup, about the ſize of a 
tea-diſh, of one entire emerald, which they 
had ſo particular a reipe& tor, that only 
the Emperor has the liberty of touching 
it. There is a large cabinet full of curio- 
ſities of clock-work, only one of which I 
thought worth oblerving, that was a craw- 
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6h, with all the motions ſo natural, that 
it was hard to diſtinguiſh it from the life. 
The next cabinet was a large collection 
of agates, ſome of them extremely bcauti- 
ful, and of an uncommon ſize, and ſeveral 
vaſes of Lapis Lazuli. I was ſurpriſed to 
ſee the cabinet of medals ſo poorly furniſh- 
ed; I did not remark one of any value, 
and they are kept in a molt ridiculous dit- 
order. As to the antiques, very few of 
them deſerve that name. Upon my ſaying 
they were modern, I could not forbear 
langhing at the anſwer of the protound 
antiquary that thewed them, that © they 
were ancient enough; for, to his know- 
ledge, they had been there theſe forty 
years :” but the next cabinet diverted me 
yet better, being nothing elſe than a par- 
cel of wax babies, and toys in ivory, very 
well worthy to be preſented children of 
five years old. Two of the rooms were 
wholly filled with theſe trifles of all kinds, 
ſet in jewels, amongſt which I was deſired 
to obſerve a crucifix, that they aflured me 
had ſpoke very wiſely to the Emperor Le- 
opold. I won't trouble you with a cata- 
logue of the reſt of the lumber; but I muſt 


not forget to mention a ſmall piece ot 
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loadſtone that held up an anchor of ſteel 
too heavy for me to lift. This is what 1 
thought moſt curious in the whole trea- 
ſure. There are ſome few heads of anci- 
ent ſtatues; but ſeveral of them are defa- 
ced by modern additions. I foreſee. that 
you will be very little ſatisfied with this 
letter, and I dare hardly aſk you to be 
good natured enough to charge the dull- 
neſs of it on the barrenneſs of the ſobjeck, 
and to overlook the ſtupidity of, 


Your, &c. Ce. 
LEE ER AH. 


To the Counteſs of 


Prague, Nov. 17. O. S. 1716. 


HOPE my dear ſiſter wants no new 

proots of my ſincere affection for her; 
but I am ſure if you do, I could not give 
you a ſtronger than writing at this time, 
after three days, or, more properly ſpeak- 
ing, three nights and days hard per? tra- 
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velling. The kingdom of Bohemia is the 
molt deſart of any I have ſeen in Germany. 
The villages are ſo poor, and the poſt- 
houſes ſo miſerable, that clean ſtraw and 
fair «ater are bleiſings not always to be 
met with, and better accommodation not 


to be hoped for. Though I carried my 
own bed with me, I could not ſometimes 


find a place to ſet it up in; and | rather 


choſe to travel all night, as cold as it is, 
wrapped up in my furs, than go into the 
common ſtoves, which are filled with a 
mixture of all ſorts of ill ſcents. 

This town was once the royal ſeat of the 
Bohemian king, and is till the capital of 
the kingdom. There are yet ſome remains 
of its former ſplendor, being one of the 
largeſt towns in Germany, but for the molt 
part old built and thinly inhabited, which 
makes the houſes very cheap. Thoſe people 


of quality who cannot eaſily bear the ex- 


pence of Vienna, chuſe to reſide here, 
where they have aſſemblies, muſic, and all 
other diverſions, (thoſe of a court excepted) 
at very moderate rates, all things being 
here in great abundance, eſpecially the beit 
wild-fowl 1 ever taſted. I have already 
been viſited by ſome of the moit couſider- 
Vor. I. K 
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able ladies, whoſe relations I know at Vi- 
enna. They are dreſſed after the faſhions 
there, after the manner that the people at 
Exeter imitate thoſe of London ; that is, 
their imitation is more exceſſive than the 
original. *Tis not eaſy to deſcribe what 
extraordinary figures they make. The per- 
fon ts fo much loſt between head-dreſs and 
petticoat, that they have as much occaſion 
to write upon their backs, © This is a wo- 
man,” for the information of travellers, as 
ever ſtgn-polt painter had to write, * This 
is a bear,” I will not forget to write to 
you again from Dreſden and Leipſig, be- 
ing much more ſollicitous to content your 
curioſity, than to indulge my own repoſe. 
I am, Cc. 


LETTER Xv. 
To the Counteſs of 


Leipzig, Nov. 21. O. S. 1716. 


BELIEVE, dear ſiſter, you will 
ealily forgive my not. writing to you 
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from Dreſden, as I promiſed, when I tell 


you, that I never went out of my chaiſe 
from Prague to this place. You may ima- 
gine how heartily [ was tired with twenty- 
tour hours poſt travelling, without ſleep or 
refreſhment (for I can never ſleep in a 
coach, however fatigued.) We paſſed, by 
moon- ſhine, the frightful precipices that 


. divide Bohemia from Saxony, at the bot- 


tom of which runs the river Elbe; but J 
cannot ſay that I had reaſon to fear 
drowning in it, being perfectly convinced, 
that in caſe of a tumble, it was utterly im- 
poſſible to come alive to the bottom. In 
many places the road is ſo narrow, that L 
could not diſcern an inch of ſpace between 
the wheels and the precipice. Yet | was 
ſo good a wife, as not to wake Mr W Y, 
who was faſt aſleep by my fide, to make 
him ſhare in my fears, ſince the danger was 
unavoidable, till | perceived by the bright 
light of the moon, onr poſtihons nod- 
ding on horſeback, while the horſes were 
on a full gallop. Then indeed I thought 
it very convenient to call out to deſire 
them to look where they were going. My 
calling waked Mr W------ y, and he was 
much more ſurpriſed than myſelf at the 
K 2 
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fituation we were in, and aſſured me, that 
he paſſed the Alps five times in different 
places, without ever having gone a road fo 
dangerous. I have been told ſince, that 
*tis common to find the bodies of travellers 
in the Elbe, but thank God, that was not 
our deſtiny; and we came ſafe to Dreſden, 
ſo much tired with fear and fatigue, it was 
not poſſible for me to compole myſelf to 
write. After paſſing theſe dreadful rocks. 
Dreſden appeared to me a wonderfully a- 
greeable ſituation, in a fine large plain on 
the banks of the Elbe. I was very glad 
to ſtay there a day to reſt myſelf. The 
town 1s the neateſt that | have ſeen in Ger- 


many, moſt of the houſes are new built; 


the Elector's palace is very handſome, and 
his repoſitory full of curioſities of different 
kinds, with a collection of medals very 
much eſteemed, Sir ------, our king's en- 
voy, came to ſee me here, and Madam de 


1 , whom I knew in London, When 


her huſband was miniſter to the King of 
Poland there. She offered me all things 
in her power to entertain me, and brought 
ſome ladies with her, whom ſhe preſented 
to me. The Saxon ladies reſemble the 
Auſtrian no more than the Chineſe do 
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thoſe of London; they are very genteelly 
dreſſed, after the Engliſh and French modes, 
and have generally pretty faces, but they 
are the molt determined minaudi-res in the 
whole world. They would think it a mor- 
tal fin againſt good breeding, it they either 
ſpoke or moved in a natural manner. They 
all affect alittle ſoft lilp, and a pretty pitty- 
pat ſtep ; which temale frailties ought, 
however, to be forgiven them, in favour of 
their civility and good nature to ſtrangers, 
which I have a great deal of reaſon to 
praiſe. 


in a melancholy caſtle, ſome leagues from 
hence; and I cannot forbear telling you 


what I have heard of her, becauſe it ſeems 


to me very extraordinary, though I fore- 
ſee I ſhall ſwell my letter to the ſize of a 
pacquet,——- She was miltreſs to the king 
of Poland, (elector of Saxony), with ſo ab- 


| ſolute a dominion over him, that never any 


lady had ſo much power in that court. 
They tell a pleaſant itory of his Majeſty's 
firſt declaration of love, which he made in 
a viſit to her, bringing in one hand a bag 
of a hundered thouland crowns, and in the 
other a horſe-ſhoe, which he ſnapped a- 


The counteſs of Cozelle is kept priſoner 
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ſunder before her face, leaving her to draw 
the conſequences of ſuch remarkable proots 
of ſtrength and liberality. I know not 
which charmed her molt; but the conſent- 
ed to leave her huſband, and to give herſelf 
up to him entirely, being divorced pub- 
licly, in ſuch a manner, as, by their laws, 
permits either party to marry again. God 
knows whether it was at this time, or in 
ſome other fond fit, but *tis certain the 
king had the weakneſs to make her a for- 
mal contract of marriage; which, tho? it 
could ſignify nothing during the life of the 
queen, pleaſed her ſo well, that the could 
not be contented without telling it to all 
the people the ſaw, and giving herſelf the 
airs of a queen. Men endure every thing 
while they are in love; but when the excels 
of paſſion was cooled by long poſſeſſion, 
his Majeſty began to reflect on the ill con- 
ſequences of leaving ſuch a paper in her 
hands, and defired to have it reſtored to 
him. But ſhe rather choſe 0 endure all 
the molt violent effects of his anger, than 
give it up; and though the is one of the 
richeſt and molt avaricious ladies of her 
country, ſhe has refuſed the offer of the 
continuation of a large penſion, and the 
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ſecurity of a vaſt ſum of money ſhe- has a- 
maſſed, and has, at laſt, provoked the king 
to confine her perſon to a caſtle, where ſhe 
endures all the terrors of a ſtrait impriſon- 
ment, and remains ſtill inflexible either to 
threats or promites, Her violent paſſions 
have brought her indeed into fits, which 
tis ſuppoſed will ſoon put an end to her 
life. I cannot forbear having ſome com- 
paſſion for a woman that ſuffers for a point 
of honour, however miſtaken, eſpecially in 
a country where points of honour are not 
over ſcrupulouſly obſerved among ladies. 

I could have wiſhed Mr W—--y's buſi- 
neſs had permitted him a longer ſtay at 
Dreſden. 

Perhaps I am partial to a town where 
they profeſs the Proteſtant religion; bur 
every thing ſeemed to me with quite an- 
other air of politeneſs than I have found 
in other places. Leipzig, where I am at 
preſent, is a town very conſiderable for its 
trade, and | take this opportunity of buy- 
ing pages hveries, gold ſtuffs for mylelf, 
c. all thiugs of that kind being at leaſt 
double the price at Vienna, partly becauſe 
of the exceſſive cuſtoms, and partly through 
want of genius aud induſtry in the people, 
a 1 
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who make no one ſort of thing there, {6 


that the ladies are obliged to ſend, even for- 


their (ſhoes, out of Saxony. The fair here 
is oue of the molt conliderable in Germany, 
and the reſort of all the people of quality, 
as well as of the merchants. This is alto 
a fortified town; but l avoid ever mention- 
ing fortifications, being ſenſible that [ know 
not how to ſpeak of them. I am the more 
ealy under my ignorance, when | refle&t 
that [| am ſure you'll willingly forgive the 
omiſſion; for if I made you the moſt exact 
deſcription of all the ravelins and baſtions l 
lee in my travels, I dare ſwear you would 
aik me, What is a ravelin ? and, What is 
a baition ? 
Adieu, my dear ſiſter. 


LETTER XVI. 


To the Counteſs of 


Brunſwick, Nov. 23. O., 8. 1716. 


'F AM juſt come to Brunſwick, a very 
old town, but which has the advan- 
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tage of being the capital of the Duke of 


„Wolfenbuttle's dominions, a family (not 


do ſpeak of its ancient honours) illuſtrious, 


by having its younger branch on the 
throne of England, and having given two 
empreſſes to Germany. I have not forgot 
to drin your health here in mum, which 
I think very well deſerves its reputation of 

being the beſt in the world. This letter 
is the third I have writ to you during my 
journey; and 1 declare to you, that it you 
don't ſend me immediately a full and true 
account of all the changes and chances 
amongſt our London acquaintance, I will 
not write you any deſcription of Hanover 
(where I hope to be to-night), though I 
know you have more curioſity to hear of 
that place than any other. 


LETTER XVIL 


To the Counteſs of B 


Hanover, Nov. 25. O. S. 1716. 


[| RECEIVED your Ladyſhip's letter 

but the day betore I left Vienna, 

though, by the date, I ought to have had 
Vor. I, L 
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it much ſooner; but nothing was ever 
worſe regulated than the polt in molt parts 
of Germany. I can aſſure you, the pac- 
quet at Frague was behind my chaiſe, and 
in that manner conveyed to Dreſden, fo 
that, the ſecrets of half the country were 
at my mercy, it I had had any curiolity 
for them. I would not longer delay my 
thanks for yours, though the number of 
my acquaintances here, and my duty of 
attending at court, leave me hardly any 
time to diſpoſe of. I am extremely pleaſed 
that J can tell you, without flattery or 
partrality, that our young prince * has all 
the accompliſhments that 'tis poſſible to 
have at his age, with an air of ſprightlineſs 
and underſtanding, and ſomething ſo very 
engaging and eaſy in his behavionr, that 
he needs not the advantage of his rank to 
appear charming. I had the honour of a 
long converſation with him laſt night, be- 
fore the king came in. His governor reti- 
red on purpoſe (as he told me afterwards) 
that I might make ſome judgment of his 
genius, by hearing him ſpeak without con- 
ſtraint; and | was furpriſed at the quickneſs 
and politeneſs that appeared in every thing 


* The ſather of his preſent Majelly, 
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he ſaid, joined to a perſon perfectly agree- 
able, and the fine fair hair of the princeſs. 

This town 1s neither large nor hand- 
ſome ; but the palace is capable of holding 
a much greater court than that of St 
James's. The king has had the goodnels 
to appoint us a lodging in one part of it, 
without which we ſhould have been very 
ill accommodated, for the vaſt number of 


Engliſh crowds the town ſo much, *tis very 


good luck to get one ſorry room in a mi- 
ſerable tavern. I dined to-day with the 
Portugueſe ambaſſador, who thinks himſelf 
very happy to have two wretched parlours 
in an inn. I have now made the tour of 
Germany, and cannot help obſerving a 
conſiderable difference between travelling 
here and in England. One ſees none of 
thoſe fine ſeats of noblemen, ſo common 
amongſt us, nor any thing like a country 
gentleman's houſe, though they have many 
ſituations perfectly fine. But the whole 
people are divided into abſolute ſovereign- 


ties, where all the riches and magnificence 


are at court, or into communities of mer- 
chants, ſuch as Nuremberg and Franktort, 
where they live always in town for the 
convenience of trade. The king's com- 
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pany of French comedians play here every 
night. They are very well dreſſed, and 
ſome of them not ill actors. His Majeſty 
dines and ſups conſtantly in public. The 
court is very numerous, and his affability 
and goodneſs, make it one of the moſt 


agreeable places in the world. 
Dear Madam, 
Your L. &c. &c. 


LETTER XVIII. 
To the Lady R 


Hanover, Oct. 1. O. S. 1716. 


1 AM very glad, my dear Lady R . 
that you have been ſo well pleaſed, as 
you tell me, at the report of my returning 
to England; though, like other pleaſures, 
I can aſſure you it has no real foundation. 
I hope you know me enough to take my 
word againſt any report concerning me. 
Tis true, as to diſtance of place, I am 
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much nearer to London than I was ſome 
weeks ago; but as to the thoughts of a re- 
turn, I never was farther off in my life. 
I own I could with great joy indulge the 
pleaſing hopes of ſeeing you, and the very 
few others that ſhare my eſteem; but while 
Mr W—— is determined to proceed in his 
deſign, I am determined to follow him. I 
am running on upon my own aftairs, that 
is to fay, 1 am going to write very dully, 
as molt people do when they write of them- 
ſelves. I will make halte to change the diſ- 
agrecable ſubject, by telling you, that I am 
now got into the region of beauty. All the 
women have (literally) roſy cheeks, ſnowy 
foreheads and boſoms, jet eye-brows, and 
ſcarlet lips, to which they generally add 
coal-black hair. Thole perfections never 
leave them, till the hour of their deaths, 
and have a very fine effect by candle- light; 
but I could wiſh they were handſome with 
a little more variety. They reſemble one 
another as much as Mrs Salmon's court of 
Great Britain, and are in as much danger 
of melting away by too near approaching 
the fire, which they for that reaſon care- 
fully avoid, though 'tis now ſuch exceſſive 
cold weather, that I believe they ſuſfer ex- 
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tremely by that piece of ſelf-denial. The 
ſnow is already very deep, and the people 
begin to flide about in their traineaus. This 
is a favourite diverſion all over Germany. 
They are little machines fixed upon a 
ſledge, that hold a lady and a gentleman, 
and are drawn by one horſe. The gentle- 
man has the honour of driving, and they 
move with a prodigious ſwiftneſs. The 
lady, the horſe, and the traineau, are all 
as fine as they can be made; and when 
there are many of them together, tis a 
very agreeable ſhow. At Vienna, where 
all pieces of magnificence are carried to 
excels, there are ſometimes machines of 
this kind, that coſt five or {ix hundred 
pounds Engliſh. The duke of Wolfen- 
buttle is now at this court; you know he 
is nearly related to our king, and uncle to 
the reigning Empreſs, who 1s, I believe, 
the moſt beautiful princeſs upon earth. 
She is now with child, which is all the 
conſolation of the Imperial Court, for the 
loſs of the archduke. I took my leave of 
her the day before I left Vienna, and ſhe 
began to ſpeak to me with ſo much grief 
and tenderneſs, of the death of that young 
prince, I had much ado to with-hold my 
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tears. You know that I am not at all 
partial to people tor their titles; but I own, 
that I love that charming princeſs, (if 1 
may uſe ſo familiar an expreſlion); and if I 
had not, 1 thould have been very much 
moved at the tragical end of an only fon, 
born after being ſo long deſired, and at 
length killed by want of good manage- 
ment, weaning him in the beginning of the 
winter. Adicu, dear Lady R-; continue 
to write to me, and believe none of your 
goodneſs is loſt upon 


Your, &c. 


LETTER SY 


To the Counteſs of 


Blankenburgh, Oct. 17. O. S. 1716. 


RECEIVED yours, dear fitter, the 
very day I left Hanover. You may 
eaſily imagine [ was then in too great a 
hurry to anſwer it; but you lee I take the 
firſt opportunity of doing mylelt that plea- 
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ſure. I came the 15th, very late at night, 
after a terrible journey, in the worlt roads 
and weather that ever poor traveller ſuf- 
tered. I have taken this little fatigue mere- 
ly to oblige the reigning Empreſs, and car- 
ry a meſſage from her Imperial Majeſty to 
the Ducheis of Blankenburg, her mother; 
who 1s a princeſs of great addreſs and 
good-breeding, and may be (till called a 
fine woman. It was ſo late when I came 
to this town, I did not think it proper to 


diſturb the Duke and Ducheſs with the 


news of my arrival; ſo 1 took up my 
quarters in a miſerable inn: but as ſoon 


as I had tent my compliments to their 


Highneſſes, they immediately ſent me their 
own coach and ſix horſes, which had how- 
ever enough to do to draw us up the very 
high hill on which the caſtle is ſituated. 
The Ducheſs is extremely obliging to me, 
and this little court is not without its di- 
verſions, The Duke taillys at baſſet every 
night; and the Ducheſs tells me, ſhe is ſo 
well pleaſed with my company, that it 
makes her play leſs than the uted to do. 
I thould find it very difficult to ſteal time 
to write, if the was not now at church, 
where I cannot wait on her, not under 
2 
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ſtanding the language enough to pay my 


devotions in it. You will not forgive me, 
if | do not ſay ſomething of Hanover; L 
cannot tell you that the town is either 
large or magnificent. The opera houſe, 
which was built by the late Elector, is much 
finer than that of Vienna. I was very ſor- 
ry that the ill weather did not permit me 
to ſee Hernhauſen in all its beauty; but, 
in ſpite of the ſnow; I thought the gar- 
densvery fine, | was particularly ſurpriſed 
at the vaſt number of orange trees, much 
larger than any I have ever ſeen in Eng- 
land, tho' this climate is certainly colder. 
But I had more reaſon to wonder that 
night at the king's table, to ſee a preſent 
from a gentleman of this country, of two 
large batkets full of ripe oranges and le- 
mons of different ſorts, many of which 
were quite new to me; and what | thought 
worth all the reſt, two ripe ananaſſes, which, 
to my taſte, are a fruit perfectly delicious. 
You know they are raturally the growth 
of Brazil, and I could not imagine how 
they came here, but by enchantmei:t. Up- 
on inquiry, I learnt that they have brought 
their ſtoves to ſuch perfection, they length- 
en their ſummer as long as they pleale, 
Vor. I. 
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giving to every plant the degree of heat it 


would receive from the ſun in its native 
foil. The effect is very near the ſame; I 
am ſurpriſed we do not practiſe in Eng- 
land ſo uſetul an invention. This reflec- 
tion leads me to conſider our obſtinacy in 
ſhaking with cold five months in the year, 
rather than making uſe of ſtoves, which are 
certainly one of the greateſt conveniencies 
of life. Beſides, they are fo far from ſpoil- 
ing the form of a room, that they add very 
much to the magnificence of it, when they 
are painted and gilt, as they are at Vien- 
na, or at Dreſden, where they are often in 
the ſhapes of china jars, ſtatues, or fine ca- 
binets, ſo naturally repreſented, that they 
are not to be diſtinguiſhed, If ever J re- 
turn, in defiance to the faſhion, you ſhall 
certainly ſee one in the chamber of 
Dear ſiſter, Your, &c. 


I will write often, ſince you deſire it; 
but I muſt beg you to be a little more par- 
ticular in yours; you fancy me at forty 
miles diſtance, =, forget, that, after ſo 
long an abſence I cannot underſtand hints, 
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LETTER XX. 
To the Lady —— 


Vienna, Jan. 1. O. S. 1717. 


HAVE juſt received here at Vienna, 
your Ladyſhip's compliments on my 
return to England, ſent me from Hanover. 
Vou ſee, Madam, all things that are aſſert- 


ed with confidence, are not abſolutely true; 


and that you have no ſort of reaſon to 
complain of me for making my deſigned 
return a myſtery to you, when you ſay all 
the world are informed of it. You may 
tell all the world in my name, that they 
are never ſo well informed of my affairs as 
I am myſelf; that I am very poſitive I am 
at this time at Vienna, where the carnival 
is begun, and all forts of diverſions are 
carried to the greateſt height, except that 
of maſquing, which is never permitted dy. 
ring a war with the Turks. The balls are 
in public places, * the men pay a gold 
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ducat at entrance, but the ladies nothing. 
I am told that theſe houſes get ſometimes 
a thouſand ducats in a night. They are 
very maynificently furniſhed, and the mu- 
ſic good, if they had not that deteſtable cu- 
ſtom of mixing hunting-horns with it, that 
almolt deafen the company. But that noiſe 
is ſo agreeable here, they never make a 
concert without them. The ball always 
concludes with Engliſh country-dances, to 
the number of thicty or forty couple, and 
ſo ill danced, that there is very little plea- 
ſure in them. They know but half a do- 
zen, and they have danced them over and 
over theſe fifty years: I would fain have 
taught them ſome new ones, but I found 
it would be ſome months labour to make 
them comprehend them. Lalt night there 
was an Italian comedy acted at court. 
The ſcenes were pretty, but the comedy 
itſelf ſuch intolerable low farce, without 
either wit or humour, that I was ſurpriſed 
how all the Court could fit there attentively 
for four hours together. No”women are 
ſuffered to act on the ſtage, and the men 
dreſſed like them were ſuch aukward fi- 
gures, they very much added to the ridi- 
cule of the ſpectacle. What completed 
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the diverſion was the exceſſive cold, which 
was fo great, | thought | ſhould have died 
there. It is now the very extremity of the 
winter here; the Danube is entirely frozen, 
and the weather not to be ſupported with- 
out ſtoves and furs, but, however, the air 
is ſo clear, almoſt every body is well, and 
colds not halt ſo common as in England. 
] am perſuaded there cannot be a purer 
air, nor more wholelome, than that of Vi- 
enna. The plenty and excellence of all 
ſorts of proviſions are greater here than in 
any place | ever was before, and 'tis not 
very expenſive to keep a ſplendid table. 
Tis really a pleaſure to pats through the 
markets, and ſee the abundance of what 
we ſhould think rarities, of fowls and ve- 
niſon, that are daily brought in from Hun- 
gary and Bohemia, They want nothing 

ut ſhell-filh, and are ſo fond of oyſters, 
that they have them ſent from Venice, and 
eat them very greedlly, ſtink or not ſtink, 
Thus | obey your commands, Madam, in 
giving you an account of Vienna, thuugh 
1 know you will not be faiisfied with it. 
You chide me for my lazineis, in not tel- 
ling you a thouſand agreeable and ſurpri- 


ſing things, that you ſay you are ſure I 
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have ſeen and heard. Upon my word, 
Madam, tis my regard to truth, and not 
lazineſs, that I do not entertain you with 
as many prodigies as other travellers uſe to 
divert their readers with. 1 might: eaſily 
pick up wonders in every town I paſs 


through, or tell you a long ſeries. of Po- 


piſh miracles; but I cannot fancy that 
there is anything new in letting you know 
that prieſts will ly, and the mob believe, 
all the world over. Then as for news, 
that you are ſo inquiſitive about, how can 
it be entertaining to you, that don't know 
the people, that the Prince of has 
forſaken the Counteſs of ? or that 
the Prince Such-a-one, has an intrigue 
with the Counteſs Such-a-one ? Would 
you have me write novels like the Coun- 
teſs of D.? and is it not better to tell 
you a plain truth ? 


That I am, Cc. 


11 
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To the Counteſs of 


Vienna, Jan. 16. O. S. 1717, 


AM now, dear ſiſter, to take leave of 

you for a Jong time, and of Vienna 
for ever, deſigning, to-morrow, to begin 
my journey through Hungary, in ſpite of 
the exceſſive cold, and deep ſnows, which 
are enough to damp a greater courage 
than 1 am miſtreſs of. But my principle 
of paſſive cbedience, carries me through 
every thing. I have had my audience of 
leave of the Empreſs. His Imperial Ma- 
jeſty was pleaſed to be preſent, when J 
waited on the reigning Empreſs; and aſter 
a very obliging converſation, both their 
Imperial Majelties invited ine to take Vien- 
na in my road back; but I have no thoughts 
of enduring, over again, ſo great a fatigue. 
I delivered a letter from the Ducheſs of 
Blankenburg. 1 ſtayed but a few days at 
that court, though her highnelſs preſſed me 

I 
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very much to ſtay; and when I left her, 


engaged me to write to her. I wrote you 
a long letter from thence, which I hope 
you have received, though you don't men- 
tion it; but [I believe I forgot to tell you 
one curioſity in all the German courts, 
which | cannot forbear taking notice of: all 
the princes keep favourite dwarfs. The 
Emperor and Empreſs have two of theſe 
little monſters, as ugly as devils, eſpecially 
the female; but they are all bedaubed with 
diamonds, and ſtand at her Majeſty's elbow 
in all public places. The Duke of Wolf- 
enbuttle has one, and the Ducheſs of 
Blankenburg is not without hers, but in- 
deed the moit proportionable I ever ſaw. 
I am told the King of Denmark has ſo far 
improved upon this faſhion, that his dwarf 
is his chief miniſter, I can aſſign no rea- 
fon for their fondneſs for theſe pieces of 
deformity, but the opinion all the abſolute 
princes have, that it is below them to con- 
verſe with the reſt of mankind; and not 
to be quite alone, they are forced to ſeek 
their companions among the refuſe of hu- 
man nature, theſe creatures being the only 
part of their court privileged to talk freely 
to them. I am at preſent confined to my 
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chamber by a ſore throat; and am really 
glad of the excule, to avoid ſeeing people, 
that | love well enough to be very much 
mortified when I think I am going to part 
with them for ever. *Tis true, the Au- 
ſtrians are not commonly the molt polite 
people in the world, nor the molt agreeable: 
but Vienna is inhabited by all nations, and 


1 had formed to myſelf a little ſociety of 


ſuch as were perfectly to my own taite. 
And though the number was not very 
great, I could never pick up, in any other 
place, ſuch a number of reaſonable, agree- 
able people. We were almolt always to- 
gether, and you know I have ever been of 
opinion, that a choſen converſation, com- 
poſed of a few that one eſteems, is the great- 
elt happineſs of life. Here are ſome Spa- 
niards of both ſexes, that have all the vi- 
vacity and generoſity of ſentiment anciently 
aſcribed to their nation; and could I be- 
lieve that the whole kingdom were like them, 
I would with nothing more than to end 
my days there. The ladies of my acquain- 
tance have ſo much goodneſs for me, they 
cry whenever they ſee me, ſince | have deter- 
mined to undertake this journey. And, in- 
on am: not very eaſy when I reflect on 
CL, I. 
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what I am going to ſuffer. Almoſt every 
body I ſee Fights me with ſome new dif- 
ficulty. Prince Eugene has been ſo good 
as to fay all the things he could to per- 
ſuade me to ſtay till the Danube is thawed, 
that 1 may have the convenieney of going 
by water, aſſuring me that the houtes in 
Hungary are ſuch as are no defence againſt 
the weather, and that I ſhall be obliged to 
travel three or four days between Buda 
and Eſſeek, without finding any houſes at 
all, through delart plains covered with 
now; where the cold is ſo violent, many 
have been killed by it. 1 own theſe ter- 
rors have made a very deep impreſſion on 
my mind, becauſe 1 believe he tells me 
things truly as they are, and no body can 
be better informed of them. | 
Now I have named that great man, I am 
ſure you expect I ſhould ſay ſomething 
particular of him, having the advantage 
of ſeeing him very often; but | am as un- 
willing ro ſpeak of him at Vienna, as I 
ſhould be to talk of Hercules in the court 
of Omphale, it 1 had ſeen him there. I 
don't know what comfort other people 
find in conſidering the weakneſs of great 
men, (becauſe, perhaps, it brings them 
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nearer to their level), but ' tis always a mor- 
tification to me to obſerve that there is no 
perfection in humanity. The young Prince 
of Portugal is the admiration of the whole 
court; .he is handſome and polite, with a 
great vivacity. All the officers tell won- 
ders of his gallantry the lait campaign. 
He is lodged at court with all the honours 
Adieu, dear ſiſter, this 
is the laſt account you will have from me 
of Vienna. It | ſurvive my journey, you 
ſhall hear from me again. I can ſay with 
great truth, in the words of Moneſes, I 
have long learnt to hoid myſelf as nothing ; 
but when | think of the tatigues my poor 
infant mult ſuffer, | have all a mother's 
fondneſs in my eyes, and all her tender 
paſſions in my heart. 

P. S. I have written a letter to my 
Lady , that 1 believe the won't like; 
and, upon cooler reflection, I think I had 


done better to have let it alone; but | was 
downright peeviſh at all her queſtions, 


and her ridiculous imagination, that J 


have certainly ſeen abundance of wonders 


which I keep to myſelf out of mere malice. 
She is very angry that I won't he like 


Other travellers. I verily believe ſhe ex- 


N 2 
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pects I ſhould tell her of the Anthropophagi, 
men whoſe heads grow below their thoul- 
ders; however, pray ſay {ſomething to pa- 
city her. | | 


LETTER XXII. 
To Mr Port. 


Vienna, Jan. 16. O. S. 1717. 


HAVE not time to anſwer your letter, 

being in the hurry of preparing for 
my journey; but, I think, I ought to bid 
adieu to my friends with the ſame ſolem- 
nity as if I was going to mount a breach, 
at leaſt, if I am to believe the information 
of the people here, who denounce all ſorts 
of terrors to me; and, indeed, the weather 
is at preſent ſuch as very few ever ſet out 
in. I am threatened, at the ſame time, 
with being frozen to death, buried in the 
ſnow, and taken by the Tartars, who ravage 
that part of Hungary I am to paſs. *Tis 


true, we ſhall have a conſiderable eſcorte, 


* * 
® 
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ſo that poſlibly I may be diverted with a 
new ſcene, by finding myſelf in the midit 
of a battle. How my adventures will con- 
clude, I leave entirely to Providence; if 
comically, you ſhall hear of them.---Pray 
be ſo good as to tell Mr ------ I have re- 
ceived his letter. Make him my adieus; if 
I live, I will anſwer it. The ſame com- 
pliment to my Lady R------ 


LEY TER XIII. 


To the Counteſs of 


Peterwaradin, Jan. 30. O. S. 1717. 


T length, dear ſiſter, I am ſafely ar- 
rived, with all my family, in good 
health, at Peterwaradin, having ſuftered 
ſo little from the rigour of the © fon, (a- 
inſt which we were well provided by furs) 
and found ſuch rolerable accommodation 
every where, by the care of ſending be- 
fore, that I can hardly forbear laughing, 
when I recolle& all the frightful ideas 


| 
| 
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that were given me of this journey. Theſe, 
I lee, were wholly owing to the tenderneis 


of my Vienna friends, and their deſire of 


keeping me with them for this winter. Per- 
haps it will not be diſagreeable to you, to 
give a ſhort jourual of my journey, being 
through a country entirely unknown to 
you, and very lite paſſed, even by the 
Hungurians themlelves, who generally chute 
to take the conveniency of going down the 
Danube. - We have had the blethng of be- 
jag favoured with finer weather than is 
common at this time of the year; though 
the ſnow was lo deep, we were obliged to 
have our own coaches fixed npon traineaus, 
which move ſo ſwift and fo eaſily, 'tis by 
far the molt agreeable manner of travelling 
polt. We came to Raab (the ſecond day 
from Vienna) on the feventeenth iuſtant, 
where Mr W--------- ſendiug word of our 
arrival to the governor, the beit houſe in 
the town was provided for us, the garriſon 
put under arms, a guard ordered at our 
door, and all other honours paid to us, 
The governor and all the other officers im- 
mediately waited on Mr W------ „to know 
if there was any thing to be done for his 
ſervice, The Bilhop of Temelwar came 
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to viſit us, with great civility, earneſtly 
preſſing us to dine with him next day; 
which we refuſing, as being reſolved to 
purſue our journey, he ſent us ſeveral baſ- 
kets of winter truit, and a great variety of 
Hungarian wines, with a young hind juft 
killed. "This is a prelate of great power 
in this country, of the ancient family ot 
Nadaſti, fo confiderable for many ages in 
this kingdom. He 1s a very polite, agree- 
able, cheartul old man, wearing the Hun- 


gariap habit, with a venerable white beard | 
down to his girdle.------Raab is a [trons ' 
town, well garrifoned and fortified, and Fi 
was a long time the frontier town between | 
the Turkith and German empires. It has : 
its name from the river Rab, on which it i 
is ſicuated, juit on tis meeting wich the 4 
Danube, in an open champaign country. g 
It was firſt taken by the Turks, under the i 
command of baſla Sinan, in the reign of [+ 
fultan Ainurath III. in the year fifteen j: 


hundred and ninety-four. The governoc 
being ſuppoſed to have betrayed it, was | 

9 x a $4 
afterwards beheaded by the Emperor's i 
command. The Counts of Swartzenbury It 
and Palfi retook it by ſurpriſe, 1598; ſince 
wWhica tac it has remained in the hand, 
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of the Germans, though the Turks once 
more attempted to gain it by ſtratagem in 
1642. The cathedral is large and well 
built, which is all | ſaw remarkable in the 
town. Leaving Comora on the other fide 
the river, we went the eighteenth to Noſ- 
muhl, a ſmall village, where, however, we 
made ſhift to find tolerable accommoda- 
tion. We continued two days travelling 


between this place and Buda, through the 


fineſt plains in the world, as even as if 
they were paved, and extremely fruitful ; 
but for the moſt part deſert and unculti- 
vated, laid watte by the long wars between 
the Turk and the Emperor; and the more 
cruel civil war occaſioned by the barba- 
rous perſecution of the Proteſtant religion, 
by the Emperor Leopold. That prince 
has left behind him the character of an ex- 
traordinary piety, and was naturally of a 
mild merciful temper ; but, putting his 
conſcience into the hands of a Jeſuit, he 
was more cruel and treacherous to his 
poor Hungarian ſubjects, than ever the 
Turk has been to the Chriſtians; breaking, 
without ſeruple, his coronation oath, and 
his faith ſolemnly given in many public 
treaties. Indeed, nothing can be more 
melancholy than in travelling through 
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Hungary, to reflect on the former flouriſh- 
ing ſtate of that kingdom, and to ſee ſuch 
a noble ſpot of earth almoſt uninhabited, 
Such are alſo the preſent circumſtances of 
Buda (where we arrived very early the 
twenty-ſecond), once the royal ſeat of the 
Hungarian kings, whole palace there was 
reckoned one of the molt beautiful build- 

ings of the age, now wholly deitroyed, no 
part of the town having been repaired 
ſince the laſt ſiege, but the fortifications 
and the caſtle, which is the preſent reſi- 
dence bf the governor, General Ragule, an 
officer of great merit. He came imme- 
diately to ſee us, and carried us in his 
coach to his houſe, where [ was received 
by his lady, with all poflible civility, and 
magnificently entertained. This city is 
ſituated upon a little hill on the ſouth ſide 
of the Danube. The caſtle is much higher 
than the town, and from it the proſpect is 
very noble. Without the walls ly a vaſt 
number of little houſes, or rather huts, 
that they call the Raſcian town, being al- 


together inhabited by that people. The - 


governor aſſured me, it would furnith 

twelve thouſand fighting men. Theſe 

towns look very odd; their houſes ſtand 
Vol. I. 0 
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in rows, many thouſands of them fo cloſe 
together, that they appear, at a little di- 
ſtance, like old-fathroned thatched tents. 
They conſiſt, every one of them, of one 
hovel above, and another under ground; 
theſe are their ſummer and winter apart- 
ments. Buda was firlt taken by Solyman 
the Magnificent, in 1526, and loſt the fol- 
lowing year to Ferdinand I. King of Bohe- 
mia. Solywan regained it by the trea- 
chery of the garriſon, and voluntarily gave 
it into the hands of King John of Hun- 
gary; after whoſe death, his fon being an 
infant, Ferdinand laid ſiege to it, and the 
queen-mother was forced to eall Solyman 
to her aid. He indeed raiſed the fiege ; 
but left a Furkiſh garriſon in the town, 
and commanded her to remove her court 
from thence, - which the was forced to 
ſubmit to in 1541. It reſiſted atterwards 


the ſieges laid to it by the Marquis of 


Brandenburg, in the year 15421 Count 
Schwartzenburg, in i568; General Roſ- 
worn, 1602; and the Duke of Lorrain, 
commander of the Emperor's forces, in 
1648, to whom it yielded, in 1686, after 
an obllinate defence, Apti Baſſa, the go- 
vernor, being killed, fi zhting in the breach, 
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with a Roman bravery. The loſs of this 
town was ſo important, and ſo much re- 
ſented by the Turks, that it occaſioned the 
depoſing of their Emperor Mahomet IV. 
the year following. 

We did not proceed on our journey 
till the twenty-third, when we pailed 
through Adam and Todowar, both con- 
. £derable towns, when in the hands ct the 
Turks, but now quite ruined. The re 
mains, however, of ſome Turkiſh towns? 
ſhew ſomething of what they have been: 
This part of the country is very much 
overgrown with wood, and little fre— 
quented, *Tis incredible what vaſt num— 
bers of wild-ſowl we ſaw, which often live 
here to a good old age,—and, undifturb'd 
by guns, in quiet ſleep. —We came, 
the five and twentieth, to Mohatch, and 
were {hewed the fieid near it, where Lewis, 
the young King of Hungary, loſt his army 
and his life, being drowned in a ditch, 
trying to fly from Balybeans, general of 
Solyman the Magnificent. This battle 
opened the firſt paſſage for the Turks 
into the heart of Hungary. 
don't name to you the little villages, of 
which I can ſay nothing remarkable; 
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but I'll aſſure you, I have always found 


a warm ſtove, and great plenty, parti- 
cularly of wild boar, veniſon, and all 
kinds of gibier. The few people that in- 
habit Hungary live eafily enough ; they 
have no money, but the woods and plains 
aftord them proviſion in great abundance; 

they were ordered to give us all things 
neceſſary, even what horſes we pleaſed to 
demand, gratis; but Mr W y would 
not oppreſs the poor country people, by 
making ulſe-ot this order, and always paid 
them to the full worth of what we had. 
They were ſo ſurpriſed at this unexpected 
generoſity, which they are very little uſed 
to, that they always preſſed upon ns, at 
parting, a dozen of fat pheaſants, or ſome- 
thing of that ſort, for a preſent. Their 
dreſs is very primitive, being only a plain 
ſheep's ſkin, and a cap and boots of the 
lame ſtuff. You may eaſily imagine this 
laſts them many winters; and thus they 
have very little occaſion for money. The 
twenty-fixth, we patled over the frozen 
Danube, with all our equipages and car- 
riages. We met on the other fide General 
Veterani, who invited us, with great civi- 
- ity, to paſs the night at a littlo caſtle of 
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his, a few miles off, aſſuring us we ſhould 
have a very hard day's journey to reach 
Efſeek. This we found but too true, the 
woods being very dangerous, and {carce 
paſſable, from the vaſt quantity of wolves 
that hoard in them. We came, however, 
ſafe, tho' late, to Eſſeek, where we ſtayed 
a day, to diſpatch a courier with letters to 
the Balla of Belgrade; and [ took that op- 
portunity of ſeeing the town, which is not 
very large, but fair built, and well fortified. 
This was a town of great trade, very rich 
and populons, when in the hands of the 
Turks. It is fituated on the Drave, which 
runs into the Danube. The bridge was 
citeemed one of the moſt extraordinary in 
the world, being eight thouſand paces 
long, and all built of oak. It was burnt, 
and the city laid in aſhes, by Count Lefly, 
1685, but was again repaired and fortified 
by the Turks, who, however, abandoned 
it in 1687. General Dunnewalt then took 
poſſeſſion of it for the Emperor, in whoſe 


hands it has remained ever fince, and is 


eſteemed one of the bulwarks of Hungary, 
'The twenty-eighth we went to Bocorwar, 
a very large Raſcian town, all built after 
the manner I have deſcribed to you. We 
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were met there by Colonel —<——, who 
would not ſufter us to go any where but 
to his quarters, where I found his wife, a 
very agreeable Hungarian Jady, and his 
niece and daughter, two pretty young wo- 
men, crowded into three or four Raſcian 
hovſes, caſt into one, and made as ncat 
and convenient as thoſe places are capable 
of being made. The Hungarian ladies are 
much handiomer than hoſe ofs Auſtria. 
All the Vienna beauties are of that coun— 
try; they are gcneraliy very fair and well- 
ſhaped, and their dreſs, I think, is extremely 
becoming. This lady was in a gown of 
icarijet velvet, hned and faced with {ables, 
made exact to her ſhape, and the ikirt fal- 
ling to her feet, The fleeves are ſtrait to 
their arms, and the ftays buttoned beſore, 
with two rows of little buttons of gold, 
pearl or diamonds. On their heads they 
wear a taſſel of gold, that hangs low on 


one fide, lined with ſable, or jome other 


fine fur. — They gave us a handſome din- 
ner, and I thouguat the converſation very 
polite and agreeable. They would accom- 
pany us part of our way, The twenty- 
ninth we arrived here, where we were met 


by the commanding officer, at the head of 
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all the officers of the garriſon, We are 
lodged in the belt apartment of the gover- 
nor's houſe, and entertained in a very 
ſplendid manner by the Emperor's order. 
We wait here till all points are achuſted, 
e our reception on the Turkiſh 
frontiers. Mr W—--'s courier, which he 
ſent cen Eſſcek, returned this morning, 
with the baſla's anſwer in a purſe of ſcar- 


let ſatin, which the interpreter here has 


tranſlated. *Tis to promite him to be ho- 
nourably received. 1 defired him to ap- 
point where he would be met by the Turk- 
Iſh convoy. He has diſpatched the courier 
back, naming Betſko, a village in the mid- 
way between Peterwaradin and Belgrade, 
We ſhall ſtay here till we receive his an- 
ſwer.— Thus, dear ſiſter, 1 have given 
you a very particular, and (in afraid 
you'll think) a tedious account of this part 
of my travels. It was not an affectation 
of ſhewing my reading, that has made me 
tell you ſome little ſcraps of the hi:tory of 
the towns I have paſſed rarovgh; I have 

always avoided any thing of that kind, 

when I ſpoke of places that I believe you 
knew the ſtory of as well as myſelf. But 
Han being a part of the wor 14 which 
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believe quite new to you, I thought you 
might read, with ſome pleaſure, an account 
of it, which I have been very ſolicitous to 
get from the beſt hands. However, if you 
don't like it, 'tis in your power to forbear 
reading it. I am, dear ſiſter, &c. 


Jam promiſed to have this letter care- 
fully ſent to Vienna. 


Exp 9 Vor ung Firsr, 


